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To his Honoured Kinſman 
ROBERT BKOKE, Eſq; 


Worthy Colin, 
MBS 0owr ypon Colonr, © no good Heraldry ;, & 
an Epiſtle Dedicatory unto an Epiſtle, 
u very ſtrange: Tet have I examples 
hereof from ſome men, farr more wiſe, 
| and learned then my ſelf ;, who of many 
men fland in weed off wr; —_—_— ,Pardons, and Ex- 
wſes:yer while 7 my ſelf go about the making or begging 
theſe, hoping ſo to purge, or arquit my Jet 1 do but 
ecome the more faulty, and ſo contratt the more guilt, 

d render my felf the more wnexcuſable , as the indi- 4 
ent, and inconſiderate Prodigal, endevouring to diſ- 
harge the old Uſerer with new Intereſt Mony inks the 
ceper into Debt; 48 a May in 4 Labyrinth : or 4s Q 
irds and Fiſh in their nets, are the more at a loſſe by f 
heir labouring after a getting forth. Tet being confi- 

«A. Candor, and Aﬀability cannot be 
anting in your Breaſt ,where all Virtues, and Accom- 
liſhments, in « maſt eminent degree, ſo happily reſides 
preſame 10 approach ants you, although even dazled 
ith the ſplendor , and $5 of your elorious 
irtues © and bican(e you are a Wiſe,Good, and Chari- 


le man, I therefore adventure to preſent unto your. 
Az Patronage 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
Patronage and Tuition,this Off-ſpring of my Brain,the 
Childe of my Dear Minerva : 7 could-alſo, becadſe you 
are Grave, and a Kinſman of mine, perhaps, as hear- 
tily commend to your Thoughts,the Fruit of my Loins, 
«s the Lines of my Pen - But for the preſent, 1 humbly 
beg your Accepration, Care, Love, and Protection for 
this my Towngeſt Babe, nakedly committed to your 
Mercy, Let the Envy, —_ Malice, and odium 
Vatinianum of its many zealous, and hot-(pirited Ad- 
wverſaries,by a friendly and unexpetted Antiperiſtaſis, 
enkindle be Coals, andenflame the fire of your Aﬀe- 
tions towards it : be you the more tenderly affetted 
towards it, becauſe its Tenderneſs & wery obnoxious 
t0 the cruelty of rough, and ſharp-pricking Bryars and 
Therns: Nam lacerat lacertum Largi mordax 
Mcmmius. As well as you can, ſuffer not the Childe 
ro be expoſed to the cruell Teeth of the devouring 
Lyons x or to the bloudy pawes of the outragious Bears, 
By thu (Sir) you may demonſtrate the Truth, Sound- 
neſs, and Sincerity of many Principles of Religion 10- 
wards God ; the Loyalty of your Heart towards your 
Prince ;, the Innocency of your Attions towards your 
Fellow Subjetts 1, aud the Integrity of your 4 ions 


towards your Friend : who by the addition alſo of this 
Favour unto many former, will be the more inclined 
zo eſteem is his honour, and happineſs, tro Subſcribe 


himſelf 


Tour obliged XK infwas. 


Will. Atwood. 
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READER. 


CHRISTIAN REaDER, 
INCE man Llecame a Traytcy to his Cyeatcy ; 


he has nt feared to Rebell againſt his King, hrs 
Titular God : Shimei carſed David. Good 
Princes do too tos of ten undcſervedly meet with 
Railing, and Blafpheming Subjetts ; whereas 
they ought not to conſpire againſt, or with wie- 
lence Reſiſt, a wicked King, their lawful Soveraign. Flattering 
Abſalom, that unnatural Som, that ſmooth fac't Traytor, had 
his = Achirophel, as the Devils Oracle, to Le his Compani- 
on in his Treachercus Deſign * And, was not that famcons C 0un- 
ſell.r, and notable Polititian, r.rely qualified for a Judge, or for 
a Preſident * How cunningly did the Grand Rebell Abfalom 
by his falſe pretention unto Juſtice, unjuſtly ſteal - the hearts 
of his Fathers Suljefts ? How wiſely did he apply himſelf unto 


the People ? How did he catch thems with a Bait moſt proper, 
ſrnitable, and convenient ? thus ſighing out an Interjettion of 
diſſembled affeftion (except unto Amlition) On that I were 
made Judge in the Land ! char every man, which hath any 
Suir, or Cauſe, might come unreo me, and I will do him 
Juſtice : complaining of the preſent Government ; ſaying , 
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To the Reader. 


That there was no man deputed of the King to hear mens. 
Controverſies ; addreſſing himſelf with moſt familiar lan- 
guage unt» the People ; and expreſſing towards thems much Con- 
eſtenſon » Lreat Aﬀability, and extrairdinary C ourteſies. 
When any man that had a Controverſie, came unto the King fer 
Tudgement, then Abſalom called unto him, and ſaid, Of what: 
City art Thou? And when any man came nigh unto him to 
do him obeyſance, he 


People, Þ'4s not iencrant concerning their Princes Inclination ; 
and therefore A. ont to frame and fail ion hinsſelf unto the 
devout minde of his good old Father ; abuſing hus Inneceney, 
and Credulity with a ſpeciru pretence of Piety, and Devotion ; 


ſaying unto the King, I pray Thee ler me go, and pay my. 


Vow, which TI have Vowed unto the Lord in Helyon ; for 


thy ſervant vowed a Vow while I abode at Geſtuy in Syri-, 
ſaying, If the Lord ſhall bring me again indeed ro Jers- 
ſalem, then 1 will ſerve the Lord ; and the. King ſaid 
unto him, Go in peace : After the common guize of diſſens< 
bling Relels ; in this very Treaſon there was a profeſſn 1 
Equity, and Piety; Juſtice, and Devotion ; and mention m:: 


i a == np Vow, as there has Leen of :n hily Covenant. Nt 


was therefore no wonder that we read of 2CO men, who being 
gilled, went with Abſalom in their ſimplicity, and they hnew 
not any thing. May we , tecauſe of ſo glorious a profeſſion, 
joyned with ſuch a praftice, wiſely conclude that Abſalom, and 
his adherents were nure juſt and devout , then picus Kin 
David > Who, as ze read in I Chron. 18. 14. reigned over” 
all 1/>ael, and execured Judgement, and Juſtice among all 
his people. Adonijah treading jn the ſame preſumptu:us 
Feps, playes the Traytor = ; ſtrengthening his Kebellion with 
the Confederacy of Abiathar, azd Joab ; the one a pics 
Prieft; the other a valiant and politick, Communder, a famous 
General. 

Many more Teftimonies, in the Holy Bible, maay Le produced 
of Fattion, Treachery, Treaſon, and Rebellion : Hiſtories, both 
Sacred and Prophane, afford us many Relations of this Natwre ; 


wherein 


oth his hand, and tock him, and . 
kiſſed him : he alſo who had ſo well ſtudied the humonr »f the 
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To the Reader. 


wherein has been recorded not only the perverſneſs, and perjury, 
of Infidels, ut alſo of Chriſtians , yea of good and believing 
Chriſtians ( of all Ranks and Degrees ) unto Lawful Anthcrity ; 
And this indeed is the drift I aims at , that it may not ſeems. 
| wonderful unto ws, to ſee men otherwiſe very Good, Religions, 
and Conſtienciomgengaged in Fattion, and infetted with Schiſm ; 
the one pernitions to Civil Sucieties, the other to Eccleſiaſtical ; 
and indeed, what the one is to the State , the other ts to the 
| Church: Among thoſe very Corinthians, whom St. Paul af- 
firmed tobe Saints, ſanttified in Chriſt Jeſus, to have received 
the Grace of God, to have leen enriched by God in ll knowledge, 
to have been called wnto the fellow ip of Jeſus Chriſt onr Lord ; 
among thoſe ( I ſay ) were found Schiſms,Strifes, Envyings, Di- 
viſrons,and Fattions ; while one boaſted to be of Paul , another of 
Apollo, another of Cephas, and another of Chritt, as if Chriſt 
had been divided : although I do not peremptorily charge 12 
that great Apoſtle St. Peter as a Schiſmatich,, yet may I as 4 SE SPUN: 
; || 7emporizer, one who through fear, and comardize, did ſeparate 
himſelf for a time from Communion with the Gentiles, becauſe 
of the circumſed Jews ; twice through fear did St. Peter of 
fend ; with him at this time did Barnabas , and divers Jews 
alſo diſſemble, ſo as to withdraw from converſe with the Gen- 
tiles, #pon which they were juſtly taxed by St. Paul, fr nor 
walking uprightly according to the Truth of the Goſpel : 
And did not their Separation - pw this account almſt annunt 
wnto a Schiſm ? And now 1 will not wonder at the Temporizing, 
or Time-ſerving ; yea or at the Schiſm of a Presbyterian Mo 
derator + Little reaſon has he to wrangle at that Tranſlation, 
Be fervent in Spirit , applying your ſelves unto the Time z 
inſtead of ſerving the Lord ; Kaye for Kveiw : 7 only affirms, ( 
that Good and Religicus men have ſometimes been Relels, and 
Schiſmaticks, through the darkneſs and ignorance of theiv 
Underſtanding ; and through the obſtinacy and perverſneſs of 
their Wills. This Conſideration calls for deep Hamiliation, 
and ſerion Repent ance from thoſe among ws, who have made 
great profeſſion of Religion ; and, yet contrary unto the Com 
wand of Chriſt , requiring ſwbjeftion unto lawful Authirity, 


have 
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To the Reader. 


have rebelled againſ# their Suveraign ; and being too to ach 
getfu! of our Churches Peace , Happineſs, and Welfcre , have 
ſeparated, rent, and divided themſelves from her Communion ; 
and have bereaved her of many of her dear Children by their 
moſt uncharitable prattifes ; theſe are they, who have _—_ 
their private Opinions, wild Fancies, and ſtrange Ent 

before the Sound , Orthodox , and Eſtabliſhed Doitrine of the 
Church of England. 


who have been. accounted Presbyterians, Independents , Ana- 
Laptiſts, and Quikers ; and, therefore 1 he:rtily deſire them 
to beware of ſpiritual pride : L:t them ſeriouſly ask, thems- 
ſelves this _ 4 hether they h.zve not aſſumed too much 


anto themſelves; having had towring, and aſpiring thoughts 


Concerning: themſelves within themſelves ; as if God had fere= 
ſeen ſume excell:ncics in them alove others ; forgetting, thad 
whatſcever of goodneſs they have had, they did receive it of God; 
not thinking of their onn vile, and alomniable nature, foret- 
ting by whoſe ſtrength and free grace they have ſumetime ſtood 3 
having two much pored upon the groſs and ſcandal ſins of the 
fleſh, committed [# others, and ſo weakened their own ſight; hrve. 
not been able to ſve thoſe finer ſins of the ſunl or ſpirit commit- 
ted by themſelves. Therefore, now conſidering of the noturiowus 


fleſhly fins of ſome, and the ſpiritual iniquities of others, F- 


ans forced (O Lord: ) with complaint, and aftiniſment, to con+ 
feſs, that there t very little true Faith, true Love, true Fear, 
or true Religion in the World. Conſider ſeriouſly , how great a 
blow, how great a fall, Religion has received by your Pride, 
Fhpocrifie, and Ambition : Remember how ſul a wee. Chriſt 
bath pronounced againſf thoſe, through whom offences come +» 
Conſider, That you of all Parties, that ever were in the World, 
have moſt of all arregated unto your ſelves the names of Holy, 
Godly, and Religiows, men : Det not the Truth, and Wayes of 
God be any longer blaſphemed , oy evil ſpoken of for your ſakes 3 
but now give Glory unto God ; and Satisfattion to the Church ; 
return unto her Communion, and deſpiſe her not © be leſs Cen- 
foricns, and mgre Charitable towards others , who are ſinners, 


ſta 9, 


I proteſf ingennouſly, That I have. much Charity for many © 


Know-. 
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To the Reader. 


Knowing that you are alſo in the body : be not higlt-mind- 
ed theretore, but fear. God A'mighty ſo defend me by hs 
Grace, as that I may not ſo.ſin, 4s to- rejoyce that you have 
thus ſinned ; or to inſult over you , that you are, or may le 
miſerable, becauſe you have thus ſinned. I think this a great 
encouragement unto you for the performance of your duty (which 
will upon your ol ſtinacy prove an aggravation of your ſin and 
miſery), that as fir the King in Civil matters, he requires 
only your Obedience unto him ſo far as the Righteous Laws of 
God, and juſt Laws of men, plainly do =o in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical matters ( ſeeing Gods Word comm not expreſly 
any one certain Form of Church- Diſcipline, to be impoſed up- 
on the Churches of Chriſt ), he expetts your Su! miſſion unto 
the Epiſcopal Diſcipline, as his Eftabliſked Form of Church-Go- 
vernment, m'ſt agreeab.e to the Word of God, or at le ſt, not re- 
prugnant unto it ; and muſt commonly, and generally, prattiſed 
by the mrſt pure, Primitive, and Apoſtolical Churches of Chriſt ; 
and laffly, as moſt agreeable, ſuitable, and convenient for, and 
wnto the Temper, and Conſtitution, of this Engliſh Nation - 
And, for the Ceremonies, which ( if I may ſu ſay ) are 
pendent upon and appertaining unto that Form, as they are Cir- 
ſtances þ "gies in themſelves of an indifferent and Adiaphorcus 
nature ; yet Lelonging to Order, Decency, and Conveniency, they 
be wiſely, prudently, and juſtly, enjoyned ly the King, whoſe 
Power is exerciſed alout Indifferent things. 1 will herein ſo 
freely declare my judgement, as to aſſert, that though I approve 
not of a C rata gorgeonſly decked and trimmed with ſuperſtiti- 
#5 Ceremonies ; yet am 1 not ſo mad, ſo rude, and ſo ſloven!y, 4s, 
with many of our Non-conformiſtc, to deſire to honor, or em- 
brace, a Church in this World n. ked of all cutward Beanty , 
Splender, Ornaments, or Comelineſs whatſcever. It muſt. be 
Pranted , that viſiile and external things are many times ſer- 
viceable, «nd profitable, for the attainment of things inviſible, 
and internal : Devotion may le helped Ly the exerciſes of ur 
very Senſes, and ſo encreaſed ; we are bound, even by qr 
Senſes, as much as we can, to glwifie God, and benefit our 0wn 
Swuls : The ſerious obſervation oſs mking that Tron 
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and Aerial Croſs on the fore-head of the Child without any Su- 
perſtition may many times become unto 5 an 0 ccaſion of true de- 
votion outlaſt ing the aforeſaid tion. Our Aerial Croſs cannot be 
a Relique, and Monument, of Idolatry, lecauſe the Word Monu- 
ment ts deduced frim Remining ; neither were our particular 
tranſient Crofſes ever worſHipped by Papiſts; cur Croſs 1s not of the 
ſiume kind with the Popiſh , differing therefrom in operations ; 
their Croſs ts a to drive away Devils, ond to Conſecrate things 
nto God, which things we aſcrile not unto our Croſs : Nuw 
the diverſity of Operations doth ſufficiently diſtinguiſh letween 
things Artificial , w the kinds of things Artificial , of which 
numler is the Croſs - The Croſs ts a ſign, yet not Sacramental, 
Fut humane, and V0/Untary ; not of our Covenant with God, 
ut of cur Profeſſiin towards Men ; it doth Hiſtoric:lly, not 
Sacr. mentally, deſcribe unto us Chriſts Death : Therefore it «© 
a Slander that we add it to Baptiſmy.as Sacr.:mental, or Eſſen- 
tiel ; this out of divers o &< Inſtances I have choſen ont, for the 
Senſe of Seeing. Now for the Senſe of Hearing, I ſhall 
ſpeck.a little concerning Church-Nſufick ; which ( as I have 
read) has been partly erefted, partly owed of, by Athanalius 
in the Eaſt, Ambroſe in the Wet, and Auguftine in the 
South : as God loves a cheerful Giver, ſv he loves a cheerful 


Worſtipper ; Maſich. is requiſite , that Devotion may be re-} 
Preſhed by deleflation ; There is a natural Sympathie betweenl 


AMans Soul, and Melody : Of what excellent nſe are cur Ear: 
herein for the furtherance of our Piety! As long indeed as we 
are in this Wirld , we ſtall ſtand in need of divers external help 
for owr Devotion ; we ſhall need the pedagogie of Forms, and 
mannduttion of Ceremonies. TI ſhall not now deſcend down wnt 


vther particulars. I ſhall deſire the Reader, to conſider, that 


T only endeavour to vindicate the Eſtabliſhed , and well-hnow 
Ceremonies of the Church of England ; not any which have lee 
introduced meerly by the Lold Innovation of preſumptuce Intru 
ders, I. hope this Diſcourſe , becauſe of its profit , and uſe 
for Readers of all ſorts , will not be. judged by any to be an wn 
roefſ'y vr or diver fin. | | 
ow 1, muſt a while Apologize for my enſing Treatiſe, whic 
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may prove a Pill, cy Potion, too bitter for hu [ wallowing , who 
ſo ſweetly ſwallowed down the gilded Covenant ; but Gold will 
down,though Gilt Lreeds guilt. 

My firſt defence I fetch from the People ; that they may le 
undeceived, and never again ſo generally fooled into Fattion, and 
Schiſm, by the ſplendid pretences of Reformation ; What Call 
froms God,had our zealous Reformers to amend things amiſs ei- 
ther in Church, cy State ? 

My ſecond defence 1s, from their offenſive Aftions, which were 
ſo groſs, and notorious, as that my very bare recital and naked 
relation o them will render me ſuſpetted of gall and bitterneſs. 

Ay third Argument, ts offered unto me frm their Aluſe of 
the Kings moſt merciful Declaration: which diſcovering of their 
olſtinacy, and perverſneſs,has ( as 1 muſt confeſs ) a; incenſed 


me 7 them. 
e fourth, and laſt, ariſes from a Commendable Zeal, joyn- 
ed with Knowledge in a good and righteous Cauſe. 

Becauſe I may ſeem ſumewhat confuſed, and immethodical 
to the Reader ; I think it neceſſary to advertize him, that my 
Two main Generals of the whole Treatiſe be, Chriſtmaſs, and 
the Oath of Supremacy ; unto which the other Subjefts be re- 
ferred Collaterally , and Subordinately , which, as I ſay in the 


I Frontiſpiece of my Book, are here and there interwoven in my 
| Treatiſe ; becauſe both Chriſtmas, and the Supremacy, have 


been diverſly, differently, and confuſedly oppoſed, and contradifted 


ſometimes by Presbyterian Poſitions, and ſometimes by Presbyte- 


rian Praftiſes. And indeed, the men have yielded me (0 copious, 


i and large a Subjett, that I am very of ten at a loſs in their lroad 


ways, and wide fields ; for they were they, who unhedged, and un- 


f fenced 4s, and having Lroken up our Incliſures, laid us all Com- 


mon : Therefore theſe who have been the Authors of the Gene- 
ral Confuſion, are alſo the cauſe of my diſorder ; yet the margent 
of my Book affords the Reader a good help, and direftion ; and ſo 
I hope, the variety, and digreſſtons in it, will not ſo much diſ- 


pleaſe, or diſtratt, as pleaſe , and refreſh the Ingenious Reader ; 


which is the hearty wiſh, and cordial deſire of his Chriſtian 


Friend W. A. 
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The Orthodox Chriſtian: 
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Moſt Honoured Coſin, 

2-4 H E Aﬀecation of an aſſumed Gravity, is 
inconliſtent with the Wiſdom of a prudent 
man ;.. neither is it. a proper objett of his 
AﬀeCtion : A foreknawn approportioned 


thing fealible, and objec attainable, is 
(per aps) the Spring,. and, if not. prima, 
et [uunemum wovens, Of the motion. of Love. and Joy : bur 
truly a counterfeit, or difſembled. Gravity is ſs extrinſe- 

}, extraneous, accidental, and adventitiqus, that it. is 


B 3 abominable.. 


Se. 
AfﬀeFFation. 


Convenience, and appolite Sutableneſs,in a - 


Mirth. 


Gravity. 


Se&. x. 


A Covert 
abominable unto a wiſe and vertuous mind, which is fur- 


gs; Oboe From its"owa'"rich- Srore-Houl, 
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rims ſe hay mae ib 


- 
aughſhg Democritas was as famous for ps gs and 
Vertue, as was the wee = Heraclitus ; yea, (that which 
ſeems very ſtrange, an ble, is,) that che very ſelf 
lughterfon and alſo —_ al cauſe, which produced 
peer from the one, yo ing fromthe other ; 

rich menco _ /Demmerittes 

con be Ain) 3 forthe bene 
A ulatidn , ke imſelf lind — 
the bri _— of a brazen Baſon, leſt the beholding of ex- 
ternal things, ſiould call away tis mind from 7 Anrfenſ 
Bur indeed; in Init off ehis Caxcationwas as ar. » As 
; roperty Ra- 
Gigs Cotes +1 prrenels mdeed, che mirth, 
and rejoycing —_ men drowned in carnality, and ſenſualicy, 
is vain, empty, fond, and ridiculous. m1 
'Hirherto (Good Colin)T "have apologized for my ſelf ;{] be 
fearing leſt men that pretend to a knowledge of me, ſhould th; 
repreſentme unto you as a:mangf raat. vanity, and] rhe 
levity ; alwayes tuning tlie'Song of Dat, who was report: 
— _ — of theſe 
mg rs 2#igus » .DelefFtor, Gandeo, ql 
me like va Sarge reall wanton, and but ſeeming 
Grave, and Wife. 'T hope, T have laid de rpg a Þ, 
Filer; and'have inits pro proper fealon aſſumed my 7 
rileor; althonghIthink,'l ſhall never atrainganto' 
fooksand -au brows &f Cato Cariforine 3 yer this-m 
pr yealang , arthe Fit nian Embq 
. . T-profeſs unto : ouſly, (Sir,) as farr as. 
know of 'zy elf, accordi > th my | 
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for the Oreboddo. Chriſtian: 
not Qtracordinrily taken or reviſhed with the 
e | gilded flouriſhes of fpletidid Orators z- or ai 
= | vain Poetafters : I admire che profundity, of the Naru- 
: | ral rar, vb I commend the Reaſon of the de- 
- | monſtrative Ma 
| the Moralit; ahd the Wiſdom of the Politician ; I ex- 
d || rol the Sublimity of the curious Metaphylitian, and the 
- | praiſe-worthy Subtilties ofthe Polemical School-men ; 1 
d || reverence the Speculation of the Spiritual Theologiſt, and 
h Þ atn aſtoniſhed at thoſe —_— I have already of the 
If | Gontemplations of thoſe Immaterial Subſtances, which ſo 


_ 


thematician; the Honeſty and Vertue of 


d | purely and happily contemplate che Eflenrial and uncrea-- 


3 | red Veriey, the Primmm Ens, and Sunmun Bonne. I know 
p (1 think), when to laug » and when co weep; how to be 
merty, ead how to. be ſad ; or, at leaſt, I endeavour thus 
n || ro know, and thus to praiſe. I delire you to bear with 
x- | me in chis ny folly ; becauſe conſtrained : Ego ſwm ego 
1: & i ſerits, & in jotofis; like af ſap s phanitarical Jays 
as | I neicher botrow the gay feathers of the well-eyed 
a- | cock for the one, neither the able fedrbers of the melan- 
h, | choly Crow for the qther ; neicher the Fools-coar; nor the 
y,8| Monks-hood : I had rather you ſhould ſay, I have them of 
my own,than fay,I perfonate any man. I confe(Sir,)I have 


this time of the yeer under my homely | Portal ; begging 

therefore your perdon, giveme leave a 

ucher you futther ined my more inwerd[Rooms ; which I 

could widh, may not proye too large or ſpacious for you ; 

neither too ſlovenly : And becauſe an Iancr Room , .or Re- 
cefſme Iavermeayis very proper for Comemplation; Suffer me 


to. 1mpart unto you my rt mediration upon the ineffa- 
ble Love df our moſt Gratious Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, H#ho an 
i :br- fwincſt of tinve, did once ſd fart co 


—— 
nf pinefs todefcend from his High , Glorious, and Celeſt 
of] al Palace; (I will not herevically ſay , making uſe of che 


iſcrable and wretched World : .O. Bleſſed Joſus ! Wihae 


T1 
IL G 


;| been ſomewhat unmannefly in deraining you chuz long ae. 


Virgin &47y, 8 his Portal-ohly,) unto this mean,inferiar, . 


deſcech you ) to. 


Qmwy-- 
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incomparable Love was this, that moved Thee ( God 
Omnipotent) (o- low to debaſe Thy ſelf, as to become a 
little Babe, emnwrapped wich Swathling Clothes, and to be 
contented with the Manger for thy Cradle? What a 
myſtery is this, that he who is the King, yea God of Ma- 
ry, ſhould become the Son of Mary? ſhould be born 
of Miry? Where is now Socrates his Delius Natator ? 
Where is the Anigmatical Oedipus? Where is the 
wiſdom of Greece? Now 1 challenge the wounder- 
breeding Africa ; He who was before, and is Lord of all 
Time, was born in Time ; and that alſo ofa Virgin : This 
made the Learned St. Bernard ſay, Virgo & mater utiq; & 
admirabilts, & ſingularts; a ſeculo non eſt auditum, quod 
virgo eſſet, que peperit, & mater eſſet, que Virgo permanſit : 
Hence by the Greek Fathers ſhe was called AwrmgN:G- 
Semper-virgo; Helvidius being by them reputed an Here- 
rick for maintaining the Contrary. For conclulion of this, 
I ſhall bythe illuminating, and conduCting Spirit of God, 
ſeek for my Saviour in the Manger, (that 1s) his Church ; 
enwrapped in Swathling Clothes, (that is) in his Word ; 
wherein I finde that the ſame bleſſed Jeſus has rich Robes 
of Righteouſneſs, wherewich to cover and defend che ſhame 
and nakednefs of my ſinful Soul from the piercing eye, 
and __ hand of Divine Juſtice. 

This glorious Child being the expreſs Image, and 
CharaRer of his Father's Glory, may very well mind us of 
the aſtoniſhing love of God Almighty the Father, who 
loved the World with ſuch a So, as moved Him to ſend 
his only Son into the World to become man, and to die 
for (inful Man: Here is a Gift indeed ! Alexander the 
Great, was ſaid to pive preater gifts, then the Receivers 
could deſire :. I am ſure this is true of God's Liberality 
rowards man; He may therefore be more truly ſtyled, 
Pauperum patronus, then ever was Corceins Nerva, the good 
Roman Emperour': Now we enjoy Cornucepia, withonr a 
Fable; Chriſt is that Thaſſis Bmorum, that bottomleſs 
Mine of pretious Gold. | Ea, 

e 


=. *s © im * YU OS 5 VYW OF VO TO RF  —_— 


for the Orthodox Chriſtian, 

The happy Month of December is the ſuppoſed Time, 
xherein Earth received this Heavenly Gift, this Gratious 
Vilit: Hence a learned man cries our, O thow bleſſed Month 
of December, wherein the Earth gives u4 nothing, but Heaves 
[efron 5 all things, having given u« Him who ts All in All ! 
If t be not che crue time , lec our Scrupulous Adverſaries 
appoint us an other, more probable ; for I am ſure they 
very well love to be ordering, and appointing Times, 
Things, and Perſons: I hopezthey be nor againſt the thing 
ir ſelf ; ſurely they approve of the Duty. Time indeed in 
irs own nature is alike prerious, and St. Pawl juſtly con- 
demns the preferring of one day above another ; either 
afrer the Jewiſh manner in their obſervation of dayes ; or, 
in maintaining the celebration of dayes, to be of abſolute 
neceſſity unto Salvation : Had the Apoſtle abſolutely, and 
rg, prohibited the obſervation of Feſtivals ( and 
therein the prelation of dayes) he had condemned his 
own practice ; the praQice of che other Apoſtles ; yea, 
and of che Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf : it is A the Duries 
ſake thar we obſerve the Day ; Duty diſtinguiſhes of 
Times. 

They ſay, They keep Chriſlomas on the Lords day; fo con- 
fuſedly obſerving che Nativity, with the Reſurrection and 
Creation: This is the day which the Lord hath made ; 
this ( I confeſs) is moſt properly applicable unto the 
Reſurreion : This day have 1 begotten Thee 3 pero 
unto the Nativity; then the Day-ſpring from on high did viſit 
# : Faithful Alraham did foreſee this day, and did rejoyce 
at it: when He bringerh in the firſt Begotren into the 
World, He ſaith, Let all the Angels of God _—_— Him : the 
Angel ſaid, / bring you good tidings of great joy n ich ſhall be 
to all people ; for unto you this day 1s born a Saviour, which 1s 
c brif the Lord : and: ſuddenly there was with the Angell a 


multitude of the Heavenly Hoſt prayſing God. Earth, the 
place of ſorrow, hecauſe of Sin, till Chriſt came on it; 


was then the place of joy (fayes the learned, and devout 
DoRor Hyde) 


becauſe he came co take away the Sin, and 
C with 
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with the Sin, the Sorrow ; this made Earth at that time 
ſeem Heaven to the Angels ; and that made them leave of 
looking on God in God, that they might look on God in 
men ; leaveoff prailing God in Heayen, that they mighe 
praiſe him in Earth : Thus the holy —_ kept Chriſt- 
maſle; and not meerly for their own fakes, bur for the 
ſake of man, piving him alſo an example of due devotion ; 
When Angels are commanded ro worſhip the Son coming 
into the world,is Man forbad?Should Men and Angels be (1- 
lent,ſurely the very tones would cry out, yea rocks & trees 
would dance : Men, I hope, have reaſon to be thankful for 
their Salvarion,as well as Angels for their Confirmation. 
Now for the Tinie of Celebration ( according unto 
Doctor Hide), remember, Thar he who will not honour 
Chriſt on His own day, will ſcarſe pick out another day to 
honour him in ; though he may pretend to keep Chriſt- 
maſle all the year ; or, if he be indeed zealouſly inclined to 
honor Chriſt,yet other Chriſtians cannor be ealily inclined 
ro think bim ſo,and Jews mult neceſlarily think him nor fo ; 
for they be ſcandalized ar. Chriſtians, who ſay, Chriſt is 
God ; and would have them alſo to think ſo , when thoſe 
very Chriſtians worſhip him not as God ; for, if we deny 
the Dedication. of Dayes to the Worſhip of Chriſt, How 
ſhall we perſwade the Jews that we do indeed worſhip 
Chriſt as our God ? 
Theſe men acknowledge Chriſt as a Powerful and Tri- 
umphant Conqueror in his ReſurreQion every Lords-day ; 
er ſeem to be aſhamed of him in his Humiliation, in his 
anger , and Swathling-bands. Perhaps, they ſay, their 
Redemprion was perfected in his Reſurrettion, before 
his Aſcenſion. Are we afraid of being over-much Reli- 
ious, if we ſhould ſolemnize a day for his Nativity ; ano- 
- ua for his Paſſion ; another for his Reſurreion; and a 
fourth day for his Aſcenlion > If we-know not preciſely 
the very zitye, does it therefore follow, it ought not to be 
abſerved arall? 
We have the Command and Practiſe of che Church = 
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for the Orthniidx Chriſtian: 
the Celebration of Chriſt's Birth-Day. Clement the Martyr, 
admoniſhes Chriſtians ro keep this Day ; Teleſphorms, and 
Theophilus of Ceſcria, ſay, We ought ro keep this Day ; Cy- 
prian, Bafil the Great, Nazianzen, Ambroſe, Chryſoſtom, and 
Fulgentins, have Sermons upon the Birth-day of Chriſt ; 
which by Epiphaniss is recorded among the Solemn Feaſts 
of the Catholick Church : Yalentinian, T heodoſius, and Ar- 
cadine, three famous Emperors, by Imperial Decrees Au- 
thorized the Feaſt of the Nativity : Moit of the Reformed 
Churches obſerve ir; theſe Authorities are cited by 


Mr. Fiſter upon Feſtivals, and I never. heard that he was 


falſe in his Quotations. 

Bue what is it to them, that ſich an InjunAion was then, 
and there? And, What is it to them if the like be here by 
the King of England ? They themſelves have praQtiſed the 
appotntmente of publick and prune Feaſts, and Faſts 
unto other men ; and have ſo long commanded, that they 
have almoſt forgorten to obey ; and will not their preſcri- 
ption of about ewenty years, invalidate any Regal Injun- 
Aion whatſoever > Many Miniſters among them appointed 
and obſerved private Faſt-dayes of their own Aurhority ; 
and were more zealous, conſcientious, and devout in the 
obſervation of them, and ſome unlicenſed LeAures, then 
of any publick Feſtival, bearing che ſtamp of che Supream, 
Lawful, Civil Magiſtrate. 

For the encouragement of themſelves,and others in their 


Feaſtings, and Faſtings, they would ſay, rhey muſt preach Scriptures abu 
the Wird in ſeaſon, and ont of ſeaſon, wreiting and pervert- ſed. 


ing of that very Word : As that Text, C#rſe ye Aeroz, &c. 
(hae is) the ſluggiſh Neurers of the Times. He gave them 
a King in his wrath, &c. (that is) Kingly Government is 
4 judgement. But indeed, for the better Expolition of 
their pious meaning, King Charles (the firſt of England), 
was a ſore judgement to them. To lind their Kings in 
Chains, and their Nobles in Fetters of Tron, (that is) ro im- 
priſon King Char.es, and his Evil Counſellors. Jf thou 


wilt ſeparate the pretignn from the vile, then ſhalt thin be my 
GA month 


y 
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mouth unto this people, &c. (that is) if thou wilt Excommu- 
nicate the ungodly : Whereas God Almighty does only 
command his Prophet ro make a Doctrinal diſtintion be- 
rween the obedient, and choſe who truly feared him, and 
the ſtubborn and diſobedient, comforting and encouraging 
rhe one, and terrifying and endeavouring to convince the 
other; for the adminiſtration of the Diſcipline of the 
Jewiſh Church belonged to the Prieſts, not to the Pro- 
pliets. Tell it the Charch, &c, (that is) the Miniſter, and 
bis ewo Lay-Elders. The Elders that rule well, &c, (that 
is) the Ruling Lay-Elders. Joying, and leholding your Or- 
der,&c. (that is) according to the Presbyterian Diſcipline 
But thou art c:ſt forth like an unprifitable Branch, and ſhalt 
be luryed with the Burial of an Aſs, &c. (that is) King Ch.r/es 
| muſt not have Kingly , ſcarce decent Burial. Tophet ts 
| prep«red of uld , yea for the King himſelf, &c. (that 1s) for 
ung Charles the firſt of England. As their worthy Brother 
the R 


8 


unto his deceaſed friend Oliver Cromwell, late Uſurper : Be- 
ſides theſe,too roo many more Texts of holy Writ for their 


\*.Beynardus them ; yea,.by them *, who eſteem themſelves far better 
pf nox videt om- -Preachers then ever were the famous Fathers of bleſled 
Ti memory. * Now, when theſe men appeared in Publick 
ſuper Bernar- Imployment on thoſe dayes, they did mock God Al- 
wm exnia vi- mighty ; or their Civil Superiors ; or elſe were ſtumbling- 
ba blocks to other men. 

I ſuppoſe, they will not, with the Petrobuſſians, affirm, 
thar Chriſtians ought not to keep Feaſts, ſince they have 
practiſed the contrary, 

| The Queſtion only is tetween them and the King for 
the Conſtitution of ſuch Dayes : we ſay, That Aſa, Jeho- 
ſaphat, Hezekiah, Joſiah, and other — of the Jews did 
command the Obſervation of Feaſts, and Faſts : And, that 
God has made good his promiſe to the Church in making 


j1 Sea, I 3. 
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and, 


everend Hugh Peters, (that Learned Commentator) | 
ingeniouſly applyed this Text, My Servant Meſes ts dead, þ 


Feaſting, che ny. and Reforming, were baſely abuſed by. 


Kings and Queens Nurſing Fathers, ang Nurling Mothers; . 
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and, Is there nor in theſe Fathers, and Mothers, Power 
and Authoriry as'well as Love, and Care? We alſo know, 
that Emſebins de vita Conſtantini does ſay, that that good 
Emperor made a Decree, Thar all who were ſubje& rc 
the Reman Empire , ſhould Reſt fom all Labour on thoſe 
Dayes entiruled by our Saviour's Name, and. reverence 
them for the memory of thoſe things, which were done on 
thoſe Dayes by the common Saviour of ug all : Has not 
the King of Z—_ as much power to make the fame 
Decree within his own Dominions ? Or, Has he power 
herein only ſo far as he has the advice, conſent, and afli- 
ſtance, of a Presbyterian Synod? I would not; have our 
Non-conformiſts to be ſo very mindful in their own ſeuſe 
of their Relig Covenant, as wholly to forget their 
good old Oath of Supremacy , , when they once ſeemed 
better Subjects, then they have ſince proved. 

It was the ſaying of Leo 1ſanricws , 'a famous Emper> 
our, 'Eya Bamivs ew, » lipiy / am King and. Prieſt; 


| and of another notable Emperour, Ego & [mperator ſum, 


& ſummis Pontifexe The King is Cuſtos utrinſq; Tabule ; 
he therefore may only ſay, pro Lege ; if private men ſhall 
ſay pro Lege, or pro Gxege , they are Traytors, and nor 
Souldiers, In them,as was ſaid ro Alexander the Great, Warr 
is but Theft, and Murder. The old famous Bratton, in 
his Cuſtoms of England, is thus cited ; There are under 
the King Free-men ; and Servants are ſubje& unto his 
power, as alſo whatſoever is under him ; and he himſelf is 
ſubje to no man, but only unto God : If there be any 
offence commirted by him, for as much as there is no Breve 
to enforce or conſtrain him ; there may be ſupplication 
made, that he would correc and amend his fault ; which 
if he ſhall nor do, it is abundantly ſufficient puniſhment 
for him, that he is to expect God a Revenger; for no man 
may preſume judicially ro examine: his doings ; much leſs 
to oppoſe them by force, or violence. By the. ſame Au+ 
thor St. Amlroſe is quoted after this manner , Nuthin 


PP 
wore Excellent, nothing _ Sullime then a Biſhop ; yet (ys 
the. 
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the ſame good' Father) Gods Miniſters owe Oledience wats 
Princes, and are ſubjelt unto their coercive puniſl ments ; and 
Princes ave free from all puniſtments, that man may inflitt. 
Tertullian, in the name of all the Chriſtians in his dayes, 
faith, We honor the Emperor in ſuch ſort as ts lawful for ms, 
and expedient for him, 4s a man next unto God, and obt aining 


from God whatſoever he hath, and only Inferior unto God - | 
would the Book, whence I excerpred theſe three Teſtimo- 
nies, were generally well read over ; it is Entituled Go 
and the King, in a Dialogue between Philalethes and Theodi- 
daftus. The Emperors by their Edits convocated the Sy- 
nods; and Kings have power in their own Territories as 
well co do fo, as ro Summon Parliaments. 

Now I ſhall confirm the King's Power over all Perſons 
Eccleſiaſtical, and in matters Eccleſiaſtical within his own 
Kingdoms , by rwo Scriptural Obſervations of my own ; 
Geneſis is properly a beginning, and there I read in the 
Benedi&ion, which old Parher ; or gave to his Son Judah, 
theſewords ; Thy hand ſFall be in the neck_of thine Enemies, 
thy Father's Childre: ſhall low down lefire thee : Tudah is a 
Lyon's whelp, he conched as a Lyon, and as an old Lyon, who 
ſhall rowſ+ him up * The Scepter ſhalt not depart mY Judah, 
bis Father's Childyen ſhall bow down before him ; (the Tribe of 
Levi nor excepted ) becauſe he is asa Lyon, as a Lyon 
Couchant, wh 
What doſt thou ? The Scepter ſhall not d guy from Tudah, nor a 
Lan-giver oo between hrs feet,until Shilch come: All his Bre- 
thren muſt be ſubje& unto him, becauſe God had put the 
Sceprer into his hand,and the Lyon into his Coat of Arms ; 
the Lyon ( that conragions King of Beaſts) is a. proper 
Emblem of Authority ; The Lyon Couchant in Peace is 
the Lyon Rampant in Arms. In Exodxs we read, that when 
God to top the mouth of Moſes, to lilence him, and to ſtill 
bis querulous tonpne, (then only —_— in complaints, 
and excuſes) to his hearts content, afſigns him his Brother 
Aaron for his aſſiſtant ; he ſayes tro Moſes , He ſhall be thy 
ſpokes-man nnto the people ; and he ſhalt be, even he ſhall be un- 

tv 


0 ſhall reuſe him up ? Who may ſay unto him, | 
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ta thee inſtead of a month ; and thon [+ alt be to bins inflead of 
God : He ſhall le thy ſpoket-man wnto the people, not to Phay ach 
only ; thy ſpokes-man ; nota Terinlins againit thee ; nor a 
Railer upon thee; not a Reviler ; not a Blaſphemer of thee ; 
not a ſpeaker of evil _ thy dignity ; not a ſlanderer of 
thee : Thos ſhalt be to hims inſtead of Ged ; thou ſhalr be to 
him, (Aaron, yea thy Brother Aaron the High-Prieſt) a Ti- 
tular God, as a God —_— him, as a God deriving 
power unto him ; according to that of the Pſalmiſt, / have 

aid, Ye are Gods + Now the one commanding arighr here as 
Gods faithful Fidei Commiſſarixs ; and the orher well obey - 

ing during life ; will die at laſt comfortably, and ar their 
ReſurreQioa fhall have a joyful meeting in the Mount of 
God. 

The Kings of f-ael placed the Levites in their courſes, 
and created the Prieſts : King Solc-on depoſed Abiathar, 
(a good man), the High-Prieſt for Treaſon, and ſubſti- 
rured Zadech in his place. Ejwr eff deſtynere cnjwus oft conſdi- 


tuere ; nihil magis nalurale eſt quam unumquodgq; coders mo. 


do diſſolvi, quo cinflatum erat. See whar power the Civil 
Sceprer had over Eccleliaſtical perſons after Shiloh. was 
come: When Herod the King had heard of che: Birth of 
Chriſt, he gatheredall the Chief Prieſts and.Scribes of the. 
people rogether, and demanded of them where Chriſt 
ſhould be born. 

This Power is in was by the Law of:Nature , as may 
plainly be evinced out of the fifrh Commandement ; for the 

oral Law given to the Jews by Aofes, was the ſame that 
had been before given by God co Adam; only it was writ- 
ten again in Tables of Stone, becauſe by our lin we had 
much defaced that Writing, which had been engraven in 
the Tables of our hearts ; and the Law of Nature is not 
impaired, but confirmed by the Law of Grace ; fince it is 
the work of Grace to confummate and perfect Nature, not 
co overthrow it. 

It is very obſeryable, to conſider, how not only, under 


the Laws butalfp even: under the Goſpel this Supremacy 


bas. 
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has. been. confeſſed by notable Church-men, to have a 
pertained unto the Supreme Civil Magiſtrate ; (that is) the 


| | within his own Dominions. This Imperial Right did 
| *PapatuC4- * Pope Les, and divers other Popes freely acknowledge : 
[| 8hed72. and (let the prefent Pope ſay what he pleaſes) de jure, it 
| belongs to the Emperour co make a Biſhop of Komre. 
Ba/ilins the Emperour, publickly aflumeth this Power to 
himſelf in che Eighrh General Council, in theſe words, 
| The Divine Providence having put into my Hands the Helm 
| * Concicium. of the Univerſal Ship; * nor one of all the Council oppoſed 
| it, burthey all plainly gave cheir ſuffrages to it in this their 
profetſion, #e well' know, O Emperour, that there are under 
Your power, Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, and Aibats, and C derfie- 
men, and Munks ; and that you are the Governour of them 
All 


St. Gregory is reported, in his Epiſtles, often to call 


bleſſed Sr. Pax, and St. Peter, commanded all men to be 

ſibje& ro cheir Civil Superiours. 
SeA. 18. This Power, and Supremacy is alſo in Princes, Kings, 
Supremacy. and-Emperours, according to the Law of Nations : * Artes 
® Imperatores qui Reges erant, & Pontifices-erant ; nam Majorum hec erat 
a 014m Pontifices conſuetudo, ut Rex eſfſet etiam Sacerdos & Pontifex ; unde & 
Mppillabantwre Romani Imperatores Pontifices dicebantur. Hence among the 
| Titles of Avrelizs the Roman Emperour , this is one, 
' Ag iogtvs wins & , Sunmmu Sacerdos maximus : the Au- 
thority of Religion has been judged to be in the Prince, 
though the Adminiſtration of ir has been in the Prieſt. 
This eruth- does well appear in Afoſes, Joſkur, David, So- 


»an Kings and Emperours, for what great Power had 
Numa Pompillizs, and other Heatheniſh Kings and => 
rours in matters of Religion, and over Religious perſons 
within their own Dominions ? When Jonah had denounced 
Gods judgements againſt Vineveh, the King of Nineveh 


and his Nobles. By 


power over Eccleliaſtical perſons, and matters to be in him 


Maxritius the Emperour, his Lord. But, before him, the 


Jomon, Joſiah, and others among the Jews; and in the Ro- 


proclaimed and publiſhed a Faſt, by- the Decree of himſelf ' 
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By the Civill Law of Rewae (according to Door Hyde ) 
this Imperial Supremacy, was confrings 

Conſtitutions of Conſtantine the Great, and afrer him 7heo- 
dofuu, Martian, Juſtinian, and other Chriſtian Emperours ; 
inſomuch that the whole Civil Law (eſpecially in the Code, 
and in the Novels) containech many ſeveral Laws, both 
concerning Eccleliaſtical perſons and cauſes (thar is toſay) 
concerning the whole Diſcipline of the Church ; and this 
isa Trueh which no rrue Civilian, nor Canoniſt, can or will 


deny : For Gratian himſelf, the father of Canoniſts, brings Dr, Hydes Ju- | 


13 


ScR. 19. 


according to the Supremacy. 


in Pope Pelag us profeſſing to Childelertas the King, that ſtikcation ot 


TY | . the Church of 
he as beund by the ward of God to be obedient to his Laws, The England Sctt.x, 


Laws of England affirm as much for the King of England 
wuich thing being ſo well known, I ſhall only produce 
the Teſtimonies of two old, famous, and learned Chief 
Juſtices, of whom I have read ſomewhat in a Book, called 
An Expoſition of the Kings Prerog tive ; wricten about an 
hundred years ago, by Sir Will.» Staunford. We will 
firit hear Glanvil ſpeak, who was Chief Juſtice ro Henry 
the Second; Deminus Rex nullum halere poteſt parems, 


mu'to mings Superiorem *. Now we may hear the great » Pyjnceps quaſ 
Lawyer Bratton (who lived inthe latter time of King Henry primum caput. 


the third) ailerting that Rex parem non babet in Regno ſwo : 
Theſe men did nor Aſhrm the Parliamentary power to be 
equal with, or to be above,thg Regal Power. 

Bleſſed be God, we have a good King over us, to be 
Subje& unto, for conſcience ſake ; bur becauſe the Igno- 
rance of ſome men, and perverſneſs of others; have ad- 
miniſtred an Objection againſt obedience to a wicked 
King, although their Lawful King; I ſhall therefore, 
briefly diſcover the Commands of God, andehe prat'ce 
of good men in this very caſe. I have already declared, 
how that according to the Laws of Nature, the politive 
Law of God, and the Laiy of Nations, we owe obedience 
to our Supreme Crvil Magiſtrate. Before I proceed, 
I chink it very neceſſary, after a manner, to rev ve (at leait 
ro ſome men) a text of Scripture, Excd.22.28.T hou [halt not 
revile the Gods, nor curſe the Ruler of thy people: which Prohi- 

D bition 


SeR, 28. 
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ay we [1 
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F-;jrion Was a long while after remembred by Saint Peax/that 
or-1t Apolile ot the Gentiles; andapplyed by him ro his 
/1C.7 078, Concerning their inſolenty and unjuſt High Prieti 
* ifimitivaen Arariacs This command is prohibitivezand we know what 
0 7927 Cpe» * rcat Weight is julily attributed to negative Preceprs ; 
= po bh {' Theteforeurſe not the King, no not inchy thorght : How 
+—1q1 oli i: Cacetull ought we then to be, le(t we ſpeak evill of Dignit- | 
| ſemper, et ad Lies? and how very fearful of Factious, and Rebellious}} 1 
ſemper. Actions againl! out Liwful > upream Magiltratc,although teff ; 
were wicked? Eſpecially, conhidering that Chiilt (rthefff / 

King of the Church) commands us to love our Enemies, 4 

to blefie chem chart curſe us, to do good to them that hateffj » 

us, and to pray for them that deſpightfully uſe us,and per- g 

ſecute us : iteeing theſe duties are to be pe:formed by us, 

by our S:viour's Commandement unto p:ivate men, thathfi 

ate ourenemies ; much more then unto publick perions, |] t 

the Kings and Rulers of the Earth. | c 

SeR. x7, Having premiled this for the good of my ſelf,and othe:s;iÞ r 
Supremacy. Tnow proceed (being conlirained by the aforeſaid objeAi. ff c 
on) unto a thing, ſcarce decent, I am ſure unwelcomefſſj v 

(to wit) a Declaration, and an Enumeration of ſome im-{ | 

godly Rulers, and Porentates; Yetthis is comtortablefj t 
d 

n 

e 

P 

0 

tl 
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by 


co m2 (which alſo may be profitable co all inferiours)) that} 

while I jufily diſpraiſe the Governor, I do as juttly praiſe 

the governed ; by how much the more 1 diſcemmend the 

| wicked Emperours,by ſo much the more I commend their 

| x Sam: 4. cap. Godly SubjeRts. The firſt King of the Jews ſhall begin my 

| 14. number ; Was not Saul a Tyrant in hunting after the Soulzand 

| 1Sam.23. cap* ſeeking the life of David ; Who was moft faithful unto him a 

| 24? —_ alt his Servants ; whom be brmſe!f confeſſed to bave ren 

: SAM. 24. 64Þ» ered wnto him good far evill ? Was not he a bloody oppreſ.ſ tc 

= | for in commanding Deeg » Without any Juſt cauſe of of-f| w 

: 19 ect *,. ſenceyviolently to run upon the Prieſis, and ro flay them. ?}} d 

p giftr 4 40m \ & You have ſeen a King gwilty of Tyranny apd -Murder; Yet u 

| Dominic, ſed mow behold the faithful Subject, the Loyal David, whom ſu 
Tyranujs quoque Saul perſecuted; David not an ordinary » or a private manf] n' 

| + 4m eſt: but a chief Captain, andthe Kings Son io Law, when helſ| ſc 
# ollebius. had 
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had King Seu/dclivered into his bands, by a range and 
wouderful providence (more obſerved by ſome then pre- 
cept) and Was encouraged by his Servants (trayterousy and 


"5 


ungodly Souldiers ) co deltroy him, ſaid unto them) The x Sam. 24. 
Lord forbid that 1 ſhould do this thing unta my Maſter the 6 7. 


Lords Anointedto ſtretch forth my hand againſt him» ſeeing 
be « the eAntinted of the Lora; So David itayed his Ser- 


vants Wich theſe wo: ds, and ſufteied chem not co riſe againſt , 52m, 14 
Saxl. And after this he ſaid unto Saxl himſelf, Mine hand 13. 


ſhall mit be wpon thee, And again,when he had his Enemiec 


Saw! at another advantage, he ſaid to Abiſbes ; Deſtroy bim , 5a. 16.54, 
e 9. 


not» for who can lay hands npou the Lords Anointed , and 6 
gwilelee? Well might David be afraid to kill che | King , 
when formerly his heart ſmote him for cutting off che ſkit 
of Saxls Robe p:ivily ; Surely,fome Chriltians (may they 
be ſo called} had not (ſuch renaer conſciences , when they 
cut off the Head of a pious King in. a publique place ; 
neither to this day have I heard of cheir weeping eyes , 
or wounded hearts for that theic execrable murder; by 
which they have made hima glorious Saint and Martyr 10 
Herven, whom (according to their Covenant }they ſhould 
have made a glorious King upon Earth, 

The Heacheniſh Emperouc Claudine (e/ar » that bloo- 
dy Butcher of mankind, and ab»minable Leacher, obtai- 
neth the ſecond place in my Catalogue: Ihave in general 
expreſſed unto you the wickedneſle of an unbelieving Em. 
perourz I mult now commend unto you the faichfulneſle 


of the great Apoltle Sc. Peter » who came td Rome under Enſcbius lib, 2, 


Se. x1. 


Supremacy. 


the Raign of Claudixs Ceſar ; and according to the will cap. 14 


of his Lord and Mailer Jeſus Chriit did command the Fews 
ro ſubmit cheruſelyes unto that Emperour. Have all thoſe 


- who have boaſted themſelves to be his Succeſſors, ſuccee- 


ded him alſoin this very matter ?. Saint Paw! allo living 
under the ſame Erpperour commandeth every ſoul to be 
ſubjeR unto the Higher Powers ; Not becau'e of wrath, 
not. out of fear of ou: ward force or violence, but for con: 
ſcience ſake ; and becauſe = theſe higher powers are n_ 

2 ord1t- 


cap. 


cap. 


SeR. 23, 
Supremacy. 


| Socrates lib. 3, 
| Cap. 19, 


A Covert - 
ordinance of God, the Miniſters of God, 
Jn' the third place, (hall ſucceed the Emperors Cow 


fantine, Valens) ani) Valentinianus the younger , who were 


Arrians molt arranit Herericks ; who denyed the Divinity 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; and perſecured the 
Orthodox Chrifitars ; We have heard of theſe Hereticall 
Empetours , yet we never read, or heard rivly, that the 
Orthodox Chrittians did rejeRt them as unlawful, and uv- 
ſarping Emperours. The fourth and laft place (hall be oc- 
cupred by ?lianthe Apoſltata, the worſt of all : who fell 
from Chnttianity , unto grofte Idolatry ; who whereſoe- 
ver hecame, opened again rhe Temples ot the ldols : 
and xſtzdar Chrift, and his followers, calling them Ga- 
lilzans: Thave told yon ofa molt wicked Revolter, yet 
mult I cell you that Chriſtian Souldiers ſerved this unbeliv- 
ving Lord; as may be read in the Ecclefiallical Hiſtory of 
Srcrates Schilaſticus : Bur ſome will (ay,that it was for want 
of ftrengrh and forces that they did nor reſiſt this «lian; 
ro theſe I ſhall anſwer our of the aforeſaid Anthor that the 

reatelt part of Fulians Army were Chriſtians, as did pre- 
Fnely appear ; tor this Army choo.ing }.viaian Emperour, 
and he retuling to be ſo, becauſe he was a Chriftian , and 
they Pagans (as he thovghe);they all with one yoice con- 
feſſed themſelves ro be Chriltians, 

I might mul:iply divers other preſidents of the ſame 
nature of old times, ( when Chriſtians were better Snb- 
zefts, and Subjeds berter Chriſtians ) : bur 1forbear, ac- 
comting it in ſome ſort nzedleſte in reſpeR of my Grati- 
ons King, although neceſſary in reſpe& of his ungratious 
Subjets; Which may well cauſe us ro wonder at the free 
mercy of God in giving ofusa King ; who not long ago 
(according to our owndemerirs ) through the pride,am- 
birion, coverouſneffe, malice, and murder of ſome men, 
were Withour a lawful King; how unwortht y-happy are 
we, Who-awhile ago were reduced into Anarchy , and are 
now reftored to be imder a blefſed Monarchy and that 
Monarchy wonderfully reſtored nico our Righe and ar 
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ful Monarch Cherles the ſecond;a King accompliſhed with 


manifold Excellencies, Graces, and Accompliſhments, 


| Renowned at home, andabroad ſor his admirable clemen. 


cy, mercy, compalſion, and moderation rowards his very 
Enemies? I confeſle my ſelf unable ro praiſe him accor- 
dipg to his deſerts; Iam ſure in this ſenſe ho may become 
a worthy Subjede for the worthiet Gracour in the World : 
forthe exerciſe of his ſplendid Eloquence : If the King be 
thus good , how bad then are his diſobedient Subje&s, 
who will not obey him in things indifferenc, when he com- 
mands them :. were King ('bar/es as bad as King Saul, 
yea as the Emperour lian» yet ought we to obey him 
aQively with good conſciences as farre as rhe Holy Scrip- 
cures command us, and when we cannot aftively obey 
God and himrogerher , then ought we paſfively co obey 
in abiding, and ſuftering according to his will and plea- 
ſure. 

I profeſſe ingennouſly, that 1 know not any one caſe » 
wherein it 1s lawful for a SubjeR , or SubjeRs, to oppoſe 
his or their lawful King, er his ortheir King. 

Divers did formerly accuſe King Char/e:the firſt of ever 
bleſſed Memory of Murder and Popery': and had he been 
guilty of both,as-indeed he was of neither,yet could not his 
euittine(s have excuſed cheir Rebellion:l have declared two 
examples of mwrder,and of obedience alſo(notwithſianding 
that)in lawful matrers: I have alſo mentioned examples of 
Atianiſm and one example of Apoſtaciegind I have alſo ex- 
preſſed how quietly,and obediencly good SubjeRs behaved 
chemfelves (notwithtianding thoſe crimes) under ſuch un- 
godly Eniperours:& are not Aiianiſm and Apoſtacie as bad, 
yea are they not worſe then Popery ? This caſe is (o plain 
that I know that no Pope cangive a Diſpenſation to ſub- 
ts fortheir withdrawing their obedience both ative and 


paſſive from their Lawfyl Supertours : He well deſe:ves the 


name of Antichriſt , whoſoever he be, that in oppol'- 
tion” co Chriit ſhallendearour ro untie, or cur the knot , 
which Chialt bath knit ; char Gordian-knot, ſo cloſely 


knxy 
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knit, a8may not by apy man be vndone; eſpecially con- 
fderivg that Saint Paw, and Saint Petey, thole blefied A. 
| poltles;commanded all men ip general (in the name of 
ubilex nos diſ- Chriſt) yield SubjeRtion unto the higher powers, Kings, 
tinguit on eſt and Governours, Without the diltinRion.of goodnefle , or Sa 
difinguend.m, badneſle, godlineſs, or wickedneſs. ; '* 
| Sc. 26. eAbimilech the High prieſt called King Sax his Lord. 
S#premacy. Tf ic be ſaidyit was through fear, I ſay the ſame ſelyiſh cauſe RP” 
produces the ſame ctte&, the ſame good manner in many} 
of our inferiour prielts, or Miniſters, towards our molt 
Gratious Soveraign : but the impreſle, or motto of a good 
ſubjeR is not for tear, but for conſcience (ſayes our En-j| © 
| Biſhop Hal. gliſh Sexeca). Yer where.goodneſle cannot mollifie,pow- 
er Can tertitie : Where meekneſle, and humble condeſcer- 
tion cannot oblige men to a ſurrendring up of their hearts p 
(thoſe Royal Forts) unto their Lawful Prince (a Titulay ;, 
God) lovingly begging them of them in matters Adiapho- 
rous, their Majeſtical Reſervedneſle, and Regall commina- 
tions, Can oft times produce a feigned , and external com. 
/ pliance : a bending [tick will laſt the ſtriking of many blows 
and ſmart blowes, 

SeR. 2.7. For the different inclinations, qualities, afteRions, & diſ. 
Aﬀettions. poſitions in men, there are good Reaſons ip nature to be gi- J 
) venzas the nature of the q Elements,and of their firſt and fe 
” Ccondqualities:the pature of the 4 humors, and the degrees} (: 
of them according to ſuch,or ſuch a proportion requibre tofſ x; 
ſuch or fuch a complexion: as allo perhaps Horoſcopes : and 
the influence of Celeiiial Bodies vpon ſublunary. Alſo the 
Organs of the Body, by whichzas by irs inſiruments the ſoul 
aQs in this world:whereof there may be a defeRt, or anex- 
ceſs,or a miſplacing of themyfor though there be no ſubſtar- 
rial difference among humane ſouls ſecundem efſe;yet, ſecnn 
dum operation mant modum cperandidatur differemtia;yea alſo 
in mens diſpoſitions, or inclinations to ating ; decauſe the 
foul is inclined ro aRt according to the temperature and 
confiitution of the organized body : now by frequent aQs 
fiom diyers avd different humours in men, di _— de 
its 
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birs-in nar Se in their ſubjects. 

: There be alſo Accidental Cauſes to be given for this 
matter : incra&t of time a Melancholy man may become 
Sanguine ; and a Sanguine, Melancholy ; for I believe a 
a Converſion and Tranſmutation of the Elements in 
mixt bodies ; whence a new Conſtitution con is, as to 
predomtnancy affording ground enough for denomina- 
tion) may ariſe ; and in this matter, Age, and Aliment 
are very conliderable ; though perhaps alſo there may be 
Converlion and Tranſmurat on of Elements ( with the 
concourſe, and influence of the firſt cauſe) in a mixt 


body through cheir firſt qualities, without any external 


cauſe. 

There may be alſo a Supernatural cauſe, from that 
Power, and Sovereignty, wh ch God Almighty has over 
the diſpolitiors, inclinations, affeions, and ations of his 
Creatures, in the buſineſs of Reſtraint, Direion, and 
Alteration, without any force upon the will, which yer 
remains free, and is ſtill Suarwm attionum dominatrix, as 
fally- as afore; as in the caſe of the Egyptians lending 
to the 1ſraclites : and by the ſame Power and Providence, 
Joſeph, and the bleſſed Virgin Afary, with her ſweet Babe 
Jeſi:, were ſafer among the Barbarous Egyptiane, profeſſed 
enemies tro the Jews, then among their own Countrymen : 


God can cauſe: our Friends to be our Enemtes, and our - 


Enemies to be aur Friends. 

From theſe cauſes aforefaid, proceed different, yea, 
contrary qualities and affe&ions in men, Love and Ha- 
tred.; Joy, and Grief; Hope, and Defpair ; Boldneſs, 
and Fear : hence it is, that ſome men naturally be free, 
noble, humble, loving, hearty, plain, upright, and inge- 
nions ; when others be cloſe, referved , morole, croſs, 
crafty,proud, ſtout; and ſervile : hence it was,that ſomie of 
our Non-conformiſts (cauſtefly) did grieve at our Eſtabli- 
ſhed Ceremonies, and did n;ourn becauſe of our Liturgy ; 
when others of them did (as cauſeleſly) mock ar them, and 
deride them, Oh that theſe ungodly Mockers would at 


lengtit 
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length ariſe up ont of the ſeat of the Scornful , and meek- 
ly {:t down in the ſtool of Repenrance ! From ſome one 
cauſe or other aforeſaid, merry Democritzs laughed at the 
vanities, and-miſeries of this world ; when the ſad Hera- 
clitus weeped. 

Pardon now (I beſeech you Sir) my itraglings, my ex- 
curlions, my abberrarions, and impertinencies ; and if you 
mult follow me in my Ramblings, Roop down now and 
then, and conlider, perhaps in this your wearied purſuir, 
you may meet with ſome few drops of hony, whereby you 
may be refreſhed, and the eyes of your minde may be 
enlighrened. 

ieſe men who are ſo curious, nice, and narrow- 
throated, that they cannot ſwallow down the commands of 
their Lawful Superiours ; when time was, did both Feaſt 
and Faſt, and hs Oaths too, as faſt as Uſurpers did com- 
mand ; and indeed then, what did they leave - undone, 
when commanded by that ſame unlawful Power ? yet 
then chey pretended unto as your conſciences, and as 
reat Santimony, as ever men laid claimunto ; and ar the 
ame time the Malignants, the Diſafteted and the Dumb 
Dogs, as Dumb Sheep, and like bercer Saints then meer 
pretenders, did generally, generouſly, and conſtantly en- 
dure Impriſonments, Baniſhment, confiſcations, and death 
it ſelf; of ſo great force was their fidelity ro their God, 
and King : Bur what became of the other mens lean 
Faſtings, and fat Feaſtings? the Difaffeted are become 
che beſt Aﬀected, and Rebels, now beſt Subjects ; on 
ene orher (ide, Divelliſh Hypocrilie is diſcovered , and 
Rebellion juſtly puniſhed. When there was no King in 
Iſrael, every. man did as ſeemed good in his' own eyes: 
Oh how peeviſh, crofle, and perverſe were many men, 
who did. chooſe rather ro obſerve almoſt any command, 
or to take almoſt any Oath, from unlawful Authority ; 
than quietly ro ſubmit ro the Impoſition of an Indifferent 
thing from Lawful Authority ! 


For 
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For- the better underſtanding of the Kings Supremacy, 

will lay down two or three demenitrative Similirudes 
in Nature, how, as to us, Power and Jurifciction is origi- 
nalitey in the King; and alſo, how it is derived from 
Him; this being premiſed, that no Similitude runs on all 
four, or is every way quadrate; as .. well expreſſed by 
che Marhemarticians, by the Triangle within a Quadrangle, 
or a Triangle ina Circle, wherein there will be Matliema- 
tical vacuities, or void diſtances. . 

The firſt ſhall be the vaſt Ocean, that congrepgated 
Body of Waters .by the Ordinance of the Almighty, 
frum whence flow Rivers, Rivulers, and Brooks ; and un- 
to which they have their recourſe ; now both the Or:- 
ginal, or primary, and derivative power (asto us) is well 
expreſſed by this Compariſon. 

The ſecond ſhall be che Heart of man, which Phyſiri- 
ans call Kverbrany 73. ulgys 77 onunr®, the Lordly, or 
Princely, part of mans body; the ſhop of the virall ſpi- 
rits; Primmns vivens, & U{timum moriens; and it 1s rhe 
Ruler and Dire&ter of the ſpirit and blood ; and it is cal- 
led the Sun of the little World : only tizis part in man 
isnever grieved notably with any diſeaſe : the heart is 


.£ ſeated by himſelf as Lord and King, over all che members, 


in the midſt of the breaſt he rulerh , and all the members 
receive their bloud of life from the hearc ; he ſenderi 
forth ro every member, ſpirit of breath and heat, by his 
moving and itirring ; rhe heart hath bloud in his ſub- 
ſtance, whereas all other members have in it their veins 
and Arteries; this hearr of man, hath irs right and lefr 
ventricle, Ctmunicationrs, diffuſionts, aut derivationts cauſa - 
Now the King is not only our head, and che breath of our 
Noſtrils ; bur alſo, our very Hegre ; our lives being bound 
up in his life; and if he have not the Logical priority of 
nature and time, becauſe King and Subjects are Relatives 
(although they be Relata diſquiparantia) yet he has the 
Civil and Political priority of Dignity and Place : and 
he may well be called the laſt dying, who in a ſenſe is 
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a'moſt ever-livins; for when Inferionrs in a Moral, 
Cvl, and Law-ſenſe, are dead , —_ naturally and 
actually living; the King, though actually dead, yer as to 
his Power, Authoriry, and —_— is virtually alive : 
and in this ſenſe the Lawyers ſay, The Kinz of England 
never dies. Now concerning the ventricles of chis hearr, 
I would not have the Stateſman, and the Clergy-man 
.quarref for rhe Preheminency, and precedency ; or con- 
eend for the righe (ide or hand (as men uſually do) ; eſpe- 
cially —— che left {ide 1s neareſt the hearr, which. 
Pine-apple, or Triangular part, does a lictle incline ro 
that (ide. Remember alſo of how great power, and im- 
portance the Heart is in contraction and dilitation ; 
which conlideration is alfo applicable co 9ur purpoſe ; bur 
I proceed to my third and latt Stmilicude. 

The_Sun, that glorious, ſublime, and celettial Creature, 
| ſeared alofr, far above our Reach; wirh whoſe bright 
rayes our eyes are dazled; wich whoſe prefence, and 
Inflienrial vertnes, all Creatures are afſifted in. their 
procreation ; and all ſublunary things in their feveral 
ſpecies are very much advantaged ; by whoſe approach, 

re youthful, and che ___ 's raifed ; by whoſe 
contintance we enjoy the pleaſant Summer :. and upon 
whoſe departure the life of our lives, ſeems alſo to de- 
part ; all Animals waxe pale and feeble ; and vegetables, 
as much dejeaed, hold down cheir ſorrowfal heads, and 
defperately caſt away their Cloathing : the viral hear of 
man in a great meaſure returning inward, and downward ; 
the dreoping heads of Vegerables looking upon the 
ground, their: nakedneſs alſo; and the recourſe, or re- 
turning of the ſap fromthe Branches downwards into the 
root, as low as it can go; expreſs a moſt uncomfortable 
Winter; and a certain kinde of willingnefs (as it were) 
to return unto the- earth, from. whence, partly by rhe 
mftuentidl benefit. of the Sun, they were produced. This 
Stn (I ſay) communicates of irs light ro- che Moon and 
Stars. Afrer chis manner,does the King in his Kingdom, 
as the Sun in his Horizon, communicate of his Power and 
Authority 


ws | = un A. «© 


ms A au*y<s fak, £A tw» RF Buy @ .  O/®+tc 


pn mm mm. = > © me 


A AMMMRAMNAG»> 


-y 
— 


for the Orthadox Chriſtian. 
Authority unto all his abordinate Miniſters, either Civil, 
or Eccleliaſtical ; which latrer ſort in Holy Writ, be com- 
pared to Starrs. Now there be Stars of a greater and leſſer 
magin.tude ; there be felle fixe,& erratice ; yea ftelle caden- 
tes, lerthem cherefore look well ro their Stations , and (e- 
rioully remember their Orbs. 


Neicher have the aforeſaid ſubordinate Minitters only a 


derivation of Authority from the King ; bur they, as prin- 
cipal Members (under him cheir Head) and all other parts, 
and inferiour Members waatſoever of this Body Polit'ck 
may ingenoully acknowledg thoſe wholeſom waters,thoſe 
healing waters, thoſe waters of life (in a ſenſe, under the 


mercy of God)which they have received from their full Q-- 


cean: with thankfulneſs unto God they confeſs(in the ſame 
ſenſe) that aftera ſort they have been animated by their 
noble heart : In the chird, and laſt place, rhey may juſtly 
declare unto the whole world che almoſt uuſpeakable be- 
nefies, which chey have already in poſletſion ; and which 
they wait for with hopeful expectation from rhe diffu- 
live Influence of their benevolent Sun, For which 
cauſe (as I have read) the Laws do artribute unto him 
all Honor, Dignity, Prerogative, and Prehteminence.: 
which Prerogative doth not only extend co his own Per- 
ſon; bur alſo to all his other Poſleſhons, Goods, and 
Cartels: As tar his Perſon ſhall be ſubjeRt ro no mans 
ſuit : his Poflefſions cannot be raken from him by any 
violence, or wrongful diſſeilin: his Goods and Catrels 
are under no Tribute, Toll, or Cuftom; nor otherwiſe 
diſtrainable. For which cauſe (rhat is) Subjects do ra- 
ther or more willingly yield tro good Kings their obe- 
dience, when they be their * BenefaQors ; * for, as has 
been tormerly proved, no wickedneſs of any King can 
free the Subject of his obedience, when as the Law of 
God commands ir without diſtinftion of goodneſs or 
badnefs in Kings. When Kings are Religious, we obey 
them, and God in them Actively; and praiſe God for 
them: when they are bad, and Tyrannical, we ought tp 
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pray to God for them; and ro humble our ſouls befor, 
God for our deſpiſing and diſobeying of good Kingy 
and for our other Rebellions againſt God himfelf; whici 
have at any time provoked him to ſer up Tyrants ove 
us : and then onght we to obey God in our glorifying of 
him by our faith and patience in our Paſſive Obedien 
© our Kings : For unto Gods cinildren it is given in the 

ehalf of Chriſt; nor only to believe- on him ; bur alfo 
ro ſuffer for his ſake. If we obey our King Adtively 
'meerly becauſe he is-500d unto us, and only fo long as h 
is ſo; truly wedo obey our of a baſe, falſe, and ſelviſh 
principle ; obeying him rather, and indeed only, for or 
own "vn (rhae 'F for our own worldly advantage , and 
not for Gods ſake, or for the glory of God : becauſe 
the King pleaſes us ;- not becauſe by ir we endeavour to 
pleaſe our God. 

Neither ought we only to pay Tribute unto our King, 
(as our King), bueweare alſo All of us in our ſeveral Rta- 
rions, places and capacities, bound by the Law of God, 
of Nature, and of Narions, to che uttermoſt of our pow- 
ers to defend and prore@t his Royal Perſon; and ro main- 
rain his Dignity and Supremacy againft all oppoſers wlat- 
fever : Therefore ought we- (as mucl+as lies in our pow: 
er) to withſtand the Invalion of his forraign, and to pre- 
vent and ſuppreſs the Infurretion of his private Ene 
mies : And very careful oughe all his SubjeRs to be (under 
him): to endeavour after , and ro: keep the peace of the 
Kingdom, and the un'ty of the Church : Thus of old writ 
Dionyf/w (the good Biſhop of A'exandria)) to: Nuwvatue the 
Heretick , Thow ſtow!deſÞ have hg ' any thing ,, rather 
then to rend aſunder the Church of God. When nngodly 
men continued in. their ſinful courſes, and, when rhe 
evil of ſinwas multiplyed , then was alfo the caufe of' it, 
and ehe evil of puniſhment repeated, then there was w 
King in Iſrael. Becauſe the violent oppreſſion of ſome, 
and che pernicious Errors and Schiſm of others, did con- 
tinve,. therefore was there continuance. of the want of 
King in moſt unhappy England. Of 
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Of many ſad Inftances, I ſhall firſt ſpeak of that thing, 
which they called their Aﬀociation : Lert-me therefore 
ask chem, Whar is now become of that, and of their prudenc 
Moderators? To my knowledge, I ſcare ever remembered 
more palpable diſorder, greater confuſion, more diſobedi- 
ence, & ambition,then in their buſitieſs of their Aſſociation: 
when they pleaſed, the ſame men would not be fubje& ro 
the then uſurped Power, who formerly would nor be obe- 
dient to the lawful Superiours : Surely they intended 
long ago to command all, and not ro be commanded by 
any ; yea, to ſubjeR all unto their own ambitious Ty- 


ranny. 

They never could produce any power, leave, grant, or 
authority, from the ProteQor for their Aſſociation , nei- 
ther indeed cared they ; for rheir Tenet is, rhar if the Ci- 
vil Supream Power be negligent, or obſtinate, and ſo do 
not,or will not ſer up a Church-Government,or eltabliſh an 
Eccleliaſtical- Diſcipline (yea, and ſach as may pleaſe them) 
then their Clergy may. © Does it become Chriſtian Sub- 
jets ro deal chus with their Chriſtian Kings? while chey 
feem ro grant to the Civil Magiſtrate the power of wil- 
ling, they take away from himthe power of rulling ; bein 
peremptory oppoſers of the Negative Voyce in Kings;wal. 
ling by that-Rational Civil St, <a Ejus eft nolle, cujns ejh 
velle. 

I think, I never read a more confuſed and immethodi- 
cal Book, and a Book fuller of abfurdities, then theirs a- 


bour- thetr Afociation, and Diſcipline; I never ( as 


Mr. L':ftrange juſtly affirms of one of their Libels ) di 
meet with an ealier Book ro confure with Reaſon ; and a 
harder to handle with Civility ; and yer ( for the credic 
an hononrof the Eſex-Clergy) it mult in general rermz 


Sed. 24 
Aſſociation. 


SeR. 390 


g under the Name of the Agreement of the Eſſex-Mini- Perhaps ;i;e 
' rs; upon the ſame account in Logick with that of cheir diſſenting 


awn Reforming Commiſſioners, thoſe that travel by Sea, or 
by Land ; for,All chat rrayel by Sea, or by Land ; not re- 


lergy were 


nn Miniſtcrs i 
theſe wens 
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membring that in maateria neceſ[aria an Indefivite Propoſi- 
tion is equivalent,or equipollent,to an Univerſal ; Bur, haw 
inceed can ſuch irregular and unreaſonable men be Ratio- 
nal and exaRt Logicians. Whenthis their good and learned 
Book was charged with Non-ſenſe and Abſurdities; then 
they prom che Preſs with choſe Errata's, and all along 
they have charged their own faults upon others ; laid their 
own Brats at other mens doors ; and accuſed others of che 
unhappy ( yet proper) effefts of their own miſcarri- 
ages. | 
x What is to be thought of theſe goodly men? Do nar the 
Grave and Learned Moderators among them well deſerve 
referment ? Shall nor chey preſently, at leaſt, be made 
rebends, Deans, or Biſhops ? Surely, they have been fo 
already in their own conceits ; in play and in ſport they 
have been ſo ; may they not alſo be ſo ſeriouſly ? Since they 
have ated ir ſowell ; for they have been Ingenious Ators, 
m Stage-men ; they have ARed with a King and no 
ing ; and alittle before our Majeſtie's coming in, chey 
were playing the foals one wich another ; and in jelt, ( as 
well chey might) uy ſer __ an Hierarchy among them- 
ſelves, the loweſt of their Clergy (may che word be pro- 
pex) were Biſhops; the higheſt Moderators, Prolocucors, 
Super-Intendents , or (if you pleaſe) Archbiſhops : they 
only ated a mock-Romance, and now, like phantaſtical 
Don Qaixidte, and his madd-man Sancho Pancha , they 
choughe rhemſelves Brave Fellows: but they were ( roa 
roo ſoon, as they thought, aud only they,), awaked our: of 


rheix r_—_ dream with a jopge from the lawful Biſhops ; 
ie 


who added an Epilogue to their ——_— and, if they 
have not yet, perhaps they may ſoonſend them an Exeats ; 
and thus they have reallized their Show , and morallized 
their Fable for them; the Presbycerians all this time having 
been Tragi-comical, and Comi-tragical. 

One matt of late (called a Presbyrerian) beſpoke, and 
invited his Auditors ( according to credible Informari- 
on) ro meet him at Church on chat day, which men _—_ 
monly 
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|| monly call chrifmas ; and why not Chriftmaſſe 7? what 
| harm in the word? ſurely we are no more Popiſh, or 
Superſtirious in ufing the word Chriſinaſſe, then St. Paw! 
in naming Hermes, Phate, and Epaphroditms, vras Idola- 
trous : and (I pray) when they were Baptized into the 
Chriſtian Faith, why did they ſtill rerairtheir Heathenith 
Names? EO, 

Fhe * Priefts of the Jews were called Prieſts, not- * piien,, 
withſtanding the Priefts of Thamwae their Contem- 
poraries ; the Fathers of che primitive Church abſtained 
not from this name, becauſe of che Priefts of Satwrn, and 
Twno, at Carthoge ; or of Jwpiter at Rowe ; or of Pallas at 
Athens. How Superſtitious are theſe ſame men. abour 
words,. ſtarting ar words harmlefs, yea, proper, and fg- 
nificant? A//iſtkeant muſt be for Crate ; Amiſter for 
Prieſt, or Parſin ; yet, in the Propheſie of Jre/, Chap. r. 
ver. 19, 13. we read, that the Priefts, the Lords * Mi- * Miniftcrs, 
niſlers do mourn; Te Prieſts, ye Miniſters of the Altar © me, -—— 
lie al night in ſackcloth, ye Miniſters of my God. For the 
word Prieſt, I have already ſaid fomewhar, and much 
. | more mighe be ſaid of * Priefs, and facrifices. under the * Priets, 
- | Coipel. TW 6 - 
| The word * Miniſter is of very large Acception, and * Miniftc:, 
many times applyed to the Laity: Afy duty iu to honowr 
11 | and oley the King, and his Miniſters ; and to ſul mit my 
y felf to all ney Governors, Teachers, Spiritual Paſtars, and 
a || ofers, (the Church-Catechiſm) I will nor now diſcourſe 
xf || of the various applications of ehis word. * Words furely » yay, 
, | are proper, or leſſe proper, according as by them we © I 
y || well, or ill lignificour-mindsto others ; great Skill is cx- 
iy pa in ng apt, and appolite words, or terms, 

or the declaring of our minds, ox the notions of our 

” Incellets umo others. 
. * Minifter, by cuitom of- ſpeech, is of grear Commu» * Miniſter. 
id | bity ; and eſpecially , was it a while agoy by roo too * 
;., | common an Ordination, if ie may be fo called. Is rhe 
1- | ward Afoifter more proper for theſe Clergy men ; or do 


they 
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* Lay men. 
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. ſpeech : they recall, forewo:n and unconmth words: the 


bured to his City Elders : and upon this very account the 


. ff (ovent. | 
they therefore love ic, becauſe the ſupream Civitl powers 
are called Gods * Miniſters? 

f Now conliderof the word * Parſon,never ſo prope ly 
#pplyed as toan Eccletialtical man, a man in Orders: « 
is the Law-Word, whereby ſuch men (as by ſome are ca. 
led Miniſters ) «re well expreſſed, and made known; ic isff © 
ſcarce at all uſed in any other ſenſe : Ter I confeſle in a ge- 
neral ſenſe cbe word Prie(tis moſt proper ; becauſe the 
word Parſon is often uſed in concraditiinRtion ro Curac:brt 
I thought g00d to wrice lomewhat of it, becauſe the afore- 
aid Minifters did think themſelves derided, when they 
were called Parſons, Other words alſe be offenlive to theſe 
ſcrupulous men , they mutt have married wife for wedded 
wite, and feſtival for Holy-day , and we mult have Dio. 
ceſanzas well as parochial 'Biſhops. One accounted famous 
among them, having occaſion to uſe this expreſſion*( Lay-fj P' 
people) in a Book of his concerning flying in times off © 
Troubles, ſayes,l muſt call chem ſo tor dittinCtion co be 
underfiocd, not that I would juſtifie that word of diffe ||!" 
rence : Yet he himſelf was a maintainer of a greater diffe- 
rence , and (I believe) a ſchiſm : bur well might he ab- dc 
horre the word Laye» becauſe he would not haveit arefi- 


word is generally odions to the Presbyterians. Ia) 
Alcercation or wrangling about * words is about the * 
u 


wool of the f Goat: They who purſue words for want of 


matter , like Domitsan, kill flies for want of men. When thi 
- mens minds begin once to inure themſelves to diflike, 


whatſoever is uſual is diſdained- they affe&t novelty inf}""' 


forge new phraſes, and chat which is newelt is bett ikea:*<" 
there is preſumptuous , and farre fetching of words : andſ*4 
ſome there are that think ir a grace if their ſpeech do ho. ® 
v:r, and thereby hold the hearers in ſupenſe ,”as the lear- 
ned Mr. Canbden ſayes out of Seveca: Theſe that wouldj®' 
innovate in words, would gladly alſo innovate in things, £2 
Now for the word Chriftmeſſe, which is Chriſts Feaſt, © 
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or a feaſt dedicated ro Chriſt ; Mas, or Meg js a Sax0m word, 
ora Teuronick term , {ignifying a Feaſt , oralſo (as ſome 
ſay) an Oblation or oftering z and at this feaſt we offer 
upto him Sacrihices of Joy, and Thanksgiving ; Yea we 
otter up our (elves : and not only Mas or Mes , bur moſt of 
our monolyllables be of that language ; which (according 
to a great © Antiquary )) is of obſervable Age, and Signi- « Vorfeg as. 
fticancy ; for whena man ſpeaks confuſed!y, and we ſcarce 

know what, we (ay he babbles, ot Babels; and we know 

the liory of Babel, 

We borrow not the word Mifle from the Papills; but sc&. az. 

what; if we did, if they by ic mean, and do one thing Ch:iſtmaſe. 
and we another? all that the Papiſts ſpeak, or do, they Popery. 
ſpeak not, and do not, as meer Papilts : Thus the Pope 
may approve of, and uſe part of our Liturgy, and yer this 
proves not that patt of it to be Popery: Popety has its 
differentia ſpecifica , and proximum genus ; it has Its forma- 
{: : but herein | intend to add modetty ro my youth, thar 
I may be bent : only in this caſe I will ſay of Popery as 
of Idolatry , that every humane ordinance which was I- 
dolatrou> in its firſt inſtitution 1s an Idoll, 

If cheſe men will till make uſe of cheir old Logick, and Sef. 44.' 
argue herein, as formerly they did concernth Epiſcopacy, Chritmaſe, 
ſaying, The day has been much abuſed , and therefore is 
nor to be obſerved : I anſwer as much as may be let the a= Abuſe, 
buſes be prevented, and Abuſers be puniſhed : bur will 
they agree ro this, when they themſelves are liable to pu-- 
niſhment for-one kind of Abuſe? But ler me pay them in 
their own con, and anſwer them in their own Logick : 


= 


There has been abominable Abuſes in the* Scottiſh Presby- * Om maluom | 


tery (witneſle their Tenents mentioned by Arch-biſhop- 4» 49q#'tone. 
Bancroft , and their opinions, and practiſes related by the 
now Arch-hiſhop of Jre/and ) therefore .t ovght not to 


ol be tolerated : Again, we ſay that bonwum oritur rx integrts 


er that unto the conltitoring of a 000d Action there ought *% 

o bethe concurrence of thele prerequiſites, Good End , 

Good means, and Goodprinciple : now theſe our Adver- 
F ſa:12s 


.... > Covert 
faries in.Evgland for the ſercing-up of rhe Presbyterie,, 
for the uſhering in of their Dianaz made uſe of very :un 
lawful, and indice, and abominable means : They Res 
bell'd againſt a lawtul King, plundered, and killed better 
SubjeQs then themſelves, they (welled with tympanicall 
Ambicion, and maſqued themſelves with damnable Hy. 
pocrifie : Therefore judging of their end, and p:inciple by 
their Mediums, we mult endeavourtop event their Pres. 
Abuſe. bytery, Should the uſe of things be taken away becauſe 
| ***+ riſher in Of the abuſe, then Solomons * Temple, being abuſed by King 
| his defence of AFhaz to manifeſt Idolatry ſhould have been razed by King 
| the Licurgy of F,ae&iah:che * Sun and moon (o much worſhipped by the 
ow Heathens ſhould be deftrayed:yea alto * Panhand * Barnes 
| bas deified by the men of Lyſr«, and the Bread in the 
Sacrament, as being, adored by Papilts, I charge nor all 
Who are called Presbytetians with the faules of many, 
Prech)zerians. there be ſome equivocal, and ſome unixocal guibus com 
Veniuns et womeny 0 definitio : Some Whoare under the no-f 
tion of Presbyrerians, I believe verily are-godly, zealous, 
conſcientious, yea and Loyal Subjects : Although ( co al 
f lude tothe Propher's compariſon) they be asa few Ber, 
ries upon the cop-boughs of a Tree : Ido nc ſay ſuperſti- 
tous Hull-begies : Yer (notwichitanding this) our univo- 
call or tho. ow paced Presbytetians are tnno ſort ro te e- 
lteemed Loyal SubjeRs : for they (as ſuch) mult mainrain 
their Covenant, and the julineſs, and lawfulneſs of that 

horrible, and ungodly war onthe Parliament's fide, 

I" Bur they farcher obje& thar ax firli this Day's Cel. bra: 
®.ifmafſe tion was inftitured for the gaining of Proſelytes , and for 
h the encouragement of weak Chriſttans , newly conyerted 

to the Chriflian fairh, who lived among Infidels, which 
at the very ſame time of the year had their Dies Feſte;) 
their Saturualie , as at other times they had their Bacebe 
xalie> their Fleralia, their Cerealiay> te. and the La 
ers ſay, that where the reaſon of a Starnte doth ceaſe 
there the Statute hath bis end. Before I anſwer , give 
leave (Sir) to acquaint you With one obſervation ow 
cuſto 
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cuſtom of the old Roneans, celebrating their * Satwnalia ; * 5 aurnatia. 
which was, that the Servants did then fit at Table; and 
their Matters waited upon them, in Remembrance of the 
freedom all men had in Satzrn's dayes. Does not this, (I 
beſeech you) Analogically mind us of * Chriſt's Humility, » Chrif's tlu- 
and our honour and freedom? Did not he abaſe himſelf, miliry, 
and appear in the form of a Servant, as a Miniſter, and not 
as one miniſtred unto? Let us then Rejoyce on Chriſt- 
maſle-Day, not like ſautie, malepert, and unmannerly Ser- 
vans, (itting, bue, humbly kneeling at the Table of che 
Lord, praying unto Him for more Grace ; and prayling 
of Him for our pretious Liberty, which He ſo dearly pur- 
chaſed forus in the form of a Servant. 

Bur I anſwer firſt, that this ts _— and meerly their 
own conjetture, and ſuppoſition; let chem produce their 
Authority for it : Alchough the Believer celebrated his 
Feaſt, and alſo the Unbeliever his, in one ant the ſame 
Month ; yetT afſert that the Heathen obſerved his Sa- 
twrna/ialouner in that Month, then the Chriſtian did ob- 
ſerve his Chriſtmaſſe. I anſwer again (ro diſcover the 
i-4 Presbyterians weaknels herein ) that ſuppoſe it ſhould be 


ranted them that this was rhe main and only Reaſon at 
Fl for the Inſtitution of this Feaſt ; yer may we not 
conclude preſently, that becauſe that cauſe is ceaſed, 
and becauſe it is not ſo amongſt us now, therefore there 


* Supremacy. 


* The Cove- 


nant, 


* Supremacy. 


bytcyy. 
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( according to their famons Mr. Corbet ) there is likely 
to be a long ſucceſſion of them, more then a good 
many ; yet if they and theirs ſhould chance to be ex- 
einct ( for they are ſyhlunary, as is roo too evident from 
their changes, and madneſs) ; Yet, then, I ſay, the Holy 
Cathol:ick Church will not ſo much forger her (elf, as to 
forget her Saviour , for many Cogent Reaſons, 
Lermeyet in my Anſwer to tius their O-5jeftion, add 
another proper, true, and pertinent Inſtance ; Tf Papiits 
were the firit, and main cauſe of the Oath of * Supre- 
macy z the Presbyterians now are a very great cauſe of 
the continuance, and of the repetition of ir ; now tits ſame 
ſecond grand ſupervening cauſe confirmes the neceſlary 
uſe, and prudent Impol.tion of ct!1at good Oath, that Gar, 
at which chey flrain, who ſwallowe4 down the * Camel 
with hearts and hands devoutly lifred up for a more fres, 
quick, and univerſal paſſage, and diffution, and that all 
parts and members might enjoy a ſhare in, and. a pert c- 
cipation of that Bleſſed Covenant: here lies the pinch; 
here L'eſtrange's his well marke Jade will winch : Tiele 
Presbyters will ſcarce with their ſouls bel'eve, and hardly 
with their tzongues confeſs the Kings * Swprem cy : for in- 
deed the Presbyrterians Kiug is alwayes in iis Minority and 
Nonage, and under Tutours and G1ardians; as King 
James was a while in Scotland, under we know whom. Thus 
well agree thefe Politions, No Biſ} op no King ; A. Presbyte- 
rian and no King ; or, (at beſt) A King and no King : but 
learned King James (who was well acquainted with theſz 


* Scottiſh Pres- men) concerning the * Scotch Pres\yrery did peremptori- 


ly affirm, That It did agree 4s well with Monarchy, as Gi 


* Conſerence at and the Devil ; fir then (ſaith * He). Jack, and Tim, and 
Bampton Cont: Will, and Dick, wonu:d meet, and cenſure Him, and his Copncil, 


Neither are all Presbyterians to be believed, who pub- 
Lckly give our Soveraign his Title of Swpremacy ; ſuch a 
diſtance, by cuſtom, have they made between their hearts 
and tongues : Tomy knowledpe, they be well able after 
their groſs manner to equiyocate(although not to Siputg 

| wit 
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wich the moſt fallacious Jeſuites, mwdu wm ud was, wad 

mam. I will prove this by an Inſtance or two (out of 

many). When I queſtioned with ſome of them about 

rheir not reading of any part of our Liturgy, after the 

Kings Requeſt, in his. Gratious Declaration. They ar- 

ſwered me, that they did read and do read part of it. I re- 

plying, what part ? They rejoyned, The Ten Comman- 

dements, the Apoſtles Creed, and t1e Lords Prayer. 

The ſecond Inſtance is in the former Miniſter of the Se. 48. 
Pariſh wherein I live, who when the Presbyterian Aſſo- £qivocation. 
ciation was on foot, had many Conventicles, thro'1gh h's 
Inftigation,for the ſetting up of a Diſcipline (or a Church- 
order, as he rermed it) amongſt his Pariſhioners ; after the 
Eflabliſhmene of his, he laboured, totes 3ets wirilms, with 
all his * Might, I do nor ſay, with any * Right, (unleſspre- ** Nox Letive, 
terded, or miſunderſtood), In'this h's enterpriſe and at- ſed Legionibus 
rempr, he was oppoſed by my ſelf, and ſome others of the /*#- 
Pariſh, and charged by me of his undertaking che intro- 
duction of the Prestyrerian Diſcipline with Lay-Elders; 
which he peremprorily denyed, and afhrmed that he. onl 
tended, for his Aſſiſtance, the addition of two Church 
Offces: Ifo long continued my oppolſitionunto him, and 
ſo firemouſly; that I conſtrained him to unmaſquethim- 
ſelf,or (according to his own expreſſion) ro unvail himſelf, 
and to pull off his viſage, ſaying ( in the plural nuniber,,. 
meaning himſelfand his Gathered Church; or himſelf and 
h's Presbyterian Brethren ) we intended che Presbyterian 
Diſcipline with Elders ; atthough our Modeſty (as he ſaid) 
would have concealed it: this Modeſty in them had then 
been knavery in others,who in thoſe dayes might ſoon have 
been hanged for their knaviſh Plor, and ungodly Con- 
ſpiracy. + | | 

Should ' thefe men* Siffer for their Nan-conformity, * Pſeuds- 
and diſobedience to known and eſtabliſhed Ceremonies ; mary; dom. 
and for their ſlighring, and denying the Liturgy of our 
Church (although the aforeſaid Miniſter denyed all Nartt- 
onal Churches) itwoultd be bur an uncomfortable Martys- 
com-to them. 


3F 


F 3 Blind,, 
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Blind, Rath, and Indifcreert Zeal has been, and will be 
the cauſe of Pſeudemartyrdom. How are men miſled by rhe 
Tents fatwus of falſe Zeal ? which in ſtead of becoming unto 
f riiem an Elijahs Chariot, will, at Iaft, like our artificial 
Fireworks,blaze, crack, and tumble doym theſe Paſſengers 
unto the Earth, if not ro Hell ; or, ar beſt, into a Sea of 
Repenrance ; failing them as /carss his wi failed him; 
| or cheating them, as the Evil ſpirit cheated the falſe Si- 
mon Mrgns ; for rhough that aſpiring Spirit, ( being a 
Prince of the Air) might, Pegaſns-like (by Gods permiſh- 
on) mount him rhicher ; yer, could he very hardly carry 
him furcher : I am ſure he could never have ſoared up 
Siagulan0n pro- with him into the Heaven of heavens. Zeal and Knowledge 
ſunt, juncia j#- muſt be as parallels : as the ſmoak of fire is directed in its 
on 6 # aſcention by anupright ſtick in the Chininey, ſo by know- 
| ſedge ought the Hame of Zeal to be direRed. | 
ecauſe I am rootoo well acquainted with the Chari 
of theſe men, therefore I chink it high e1.ne (if it may ny 
ro prevent and foreſtall chem in their ceaſorious Imputa- 
"tions and Accufarions, by begging fo much Faith and 
Charity of my Chriſtian Reader, as may free me from the 
cenfure of Lukewarmneſs, and Prophaneſs. I know that 
Zeal without Knowledge, diſcovers the weakneſs of the 
head ; and alſo, that Krowledge without Zeal, declares the 
rottenneſs of rhe heart: Yet (conlider)chat T do not inveigh 
acainſt a Reg:lar Progreſs,or procedure in our Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, by any expreſſion in my Book. It is gaod and 
commendable for men.to grow in the knowledge and love 
of God, and of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; thrice 
h is that ſoul, who is honoured of God with the bleſ- 
ſed conjunttion of Light and Love, the illuminating and 
warming flame of Gods Love. It tsthe dary of all Chri- 
ftans inrtheir own Spheres, and proper tations, by all 
godly and lawful means to endeavor after a proficiency 
in Grace, prefling hard after the prize of their moſt holy 
Vocation : but, men makivg a great profeſſion, without 
found knowledge, may well be ikened co Vainglorious 
Mountebanks. I only blame thoſe, who be more curious 
chen 
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Growth in 
Crate. 
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then truly conſcientious,more nice then wiſe, more * zeal- * We ate 
ous then dutiful eicher to their God, or King : We are j:- _—_— 
Rified by faith, and our faith is juſtified by our faRts. - +4640 

Thar Miniſter is worthy of pra.ſe, who in his own place, yiſed noc to be 
from a good principle, aiming at the right end,does labour over-rightes 5+ 
to make h:mſelf and others more pure, more holy , more 
humble, more righteous, more ſober and wife ; more pure 
witi leſs guil and hypocrilie ; more holy wich lefs cover- 
ouſneſs ; more humble with leſs pride, and more Charity ; 
more righteous with leſs injury and injuſtice ; more ſober 
with leſs conceitedneſs, and more meeknels ; laitly, more 
wiſe with leſs raſhnels, and more ſolidity. 

Becauſe I intend with ſpeed to diſpatch this-great'Sub- - $eA. go. 
ject (knowing the ſure —_ of my ſtrengrh), I therefore Chriſtmaſſe. 
boldly do*cuallenge all che Presbyterians to prove char the ® Avietem e* 
—_— of Cliriittmaſle-day is unlawful, char ir is evit, and mitts. 
linful,chat it is »walwm pey ſe ; for indeed,nothing is ſaid pro- 
perly to be evil, bur, tijat which is ſuch by intrinſecal deno- 
mination, as wanting ſome either natural or moral good, or 
perfection, which ic ought co have : they mult * yield ro *Heibam dare, 
me herein ; for they dare not ſay fo of keeping Chriſtmaſſe. 
Fealt-dayes in themſelves are things * indifferent ; now the * Rom. 14. 16. 
Magiſtrates power is in things in indifferent, * Precepta ha- * urſini Cateth, 
m.na ſunt determinationes circumſtantiarum ; C& utilss ſunt Adiapbora. 
ad ſcruanda precepta m:ralia primeyvel ſecunde Tal n'c. Con- 
lider, rhat it is a wickedneſs before God to diſobey rhe 
lawful aad Supream Magiſtrate commanding things in their 
own nature Adiaphorous : hear your own famous * Caſuiſt, * Ameſ. 
Al jreſt as leges humanas juſto mods ol ſervand as obliganter hani- 
nes in conſeientits ſuis a Dev. * Hrum legume SD neceſ- * usſen 
ſario preſtatur, nec ſine offenſione Det negligitur. This makes 
it appear, that we muſt neceflarily obey according to onr 
dury the lawful Supream Civil Magiftrate , commanding 
things indifferent, and, Res Adiaphore ſwnt, que a Dev, nec 
pracepte, nec vetite ſunt. | 

Hence forward, therefore, let them be aſhamed ro deal <a ew. | 
{o groſsly with this Holy-day, as formerly ſome -of them Ch, iſtmaſſe. . | 
have dane, whe on the very Day, while they pretended the | 
obler- 
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obſervation of Chriſt's Birth, buryed his Day ; while they ' þ 
preached his Nativity, they om the Dayes Funeral 
» 


Sermon. Did Fob bleſs himſelf, when he curſed his Birth- 
day ? Did thete men bleſs our Saviour, when by preaching 
down his Day, they might be conſtrved to * curſe it? Aﬀter 
rhis manner they performed ops Diei in Die ſ#0. Many of 
rheſe men had allo work proper tor all their times of Re- 
bellion ; and pract.cal Truths, and officious Lies : they 
I:kewiſc, as ſo many Popes, had Authority over the Scrip- 
rures themſelves (or they ſeemed fo to have) in their own 
Expolitions ; and as they expreſſed to the world concern- 


ing that Text, * Let.every ſoul Le ſujet to the Higher Power ; 


for, notwithitanding this, they refuſed ſubje&ion unto our 
Gratious King Charles the Firſt, and denyed him his Supre- 
macy ; and by their principles and practiſes, did ſeem to 
make chat Text Apocryphal ; yea,and by rheir Interpreta- 
rion of other Scriptures, they endeavoured to make it fo : 
but,when O/iver Commell, (that ambitious Traytor), by a 
crooked and winding Afcent had climbed up tothe Throne 
of Government; and with the hands of Blond and Violence 
had graſped the Regal Sceprer ; then for his ſake,and their 
own,they made that Scripture Canonical ; rhen, Let every 
ſoul Le ſul jeft to the Higher Power. Let every ſoul le ſubjeft; Nec 


* Dr Hyde in 4rimam Pape excipit, laid * eAncas Sylvinshe reth not 
his Jutiicacion the ſoul of the Pope; yet e/Fneas Sylvine, whetrhe himſelf 
of che Church was aiterwards made Pope (under the name of Pizs the ſe-- 


cond) was of anotier mind ; whence that ſcoffe was pur up- 


on lum, Ocud e/Eneas probavit, Pins dammavit, What o'E 1:46 


did piouſly approve, ti1at Pix did impiouſly condemn. Tius 
according to my firit inſtance,is a Game called,Off and on ; 
and according to my ſecond, it is called Faſt and looſe, one 
and the ſame play;and a Game well known to Cheaters,and 
much praiſed by Juglers. After all this , which has been 
ſaid ; What Apology ar all,can our ſtubborn, perverſe, and 
ob{tinate Non-conformiſts have for themſelves ? 

Yet ſee the moſt wonderful Ingenuity of moſt dilinge- 
nious perſons in their wilful and hardned obſtinacy _ 
the famous Lirurgie of our Engliſh Church, uponehe -r9 
vourabie 
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' FourableDeclararion of our moſt pious Prince;Oh the pro- 
ound and moſt rational Reply that theſe Learned Divines 
'o g'vero their Opponents concerning their Non-confor- 
, fn'ry,norwithſtanding the aforeſaid Declaration! Obſerve ir 
good Sir)and ſtand amazed at their wit: They read nothing 
e fnche Common-Prayer-Book, becauſe che King in his De- 
- laration did gretiouſly promiſe, rhat chere ſhould be ſome 
 nenof the Presbyterian perſwalion, & ſoine of che Epiſco- 
- | al;choſen out ro debate con.ulte del. berateabout the L'- 
\- Furgie, (not ro compoſe a new one, as the Presbyterians 
pon this, adventured to do,belide,and beyond their Com- 
, I flion ) whether ir were fitr there ſhould be an acmiſſion 
- ff any Alteration ; this is their ſarisfactory Anſwer. I re- 
. ply, Thar in the very ſelf ſame Paper, wherein the King 
> uakes chem chis tavourable promiſe,there does he alſo ear- 
eltly delire cheir conform.ry unto ſuch holy Prayers in the Sc 53+ 
Licurgy, againit which they have no exceptions; but per- #*&'*: 
aps, in their judgements, titere are no ſuch Prayers init; 
nd ſo perhaps, there are no where lie, commanded by a- 
y Authority , but their own ; they themſelves have che 
{traightelt DireQory, and longeſt ; and ſuch a rare Co- * ad Amuſſim, 
enant chey have, ſo bleſſed a Babe ! as it's very produRion 
auſed them to diſpenſe with their Covenant with God,and 
heir Covenant wich cheir King. I anſwer again,Thar not= Se@ 4. 
ithſtanding thar promiſe of our King ; yer it was piouſly 14urge. 
nd prudently ordered by him to have the L'curgy uſed for 
he preſent in ſome places, and mercifully done of him ro 


bs as $- Mis Wl. A = | AW. - OE. ik. . 


; Felire the preſent uſe of it _— m'g't be ; by chis 
s Feclaring the ſoundneſs of lis judgement ; and alſo a con- 
« Fiderable encouragement unto the pract.ſe of a commenda- 
» Þle dnty : and well might he ſo do, and fo delire, becauſe 
{ be Liturg'e was then, and (through God's goodneſs) (till is 
1 (be only publick Form of Prayer authorized by.the lawful 
| Puthority of England : Now there is a necetſty of Order, 


nd convenience for a Publick Form of Prayer and Bene- 
liction ; yea, and to prove the ray good and lawful in it 
If, we have the command of God the Farther for ir, deli- 


red unto the Jews by the mouth of Moſes, (che Soprenl 
G vi 
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Civil Magiſtrate) and of Jeſus Chriſt, our Saviour, (King 
Prieſt,and Prophet). And this _— granted , my Arguz Im 
ment is good ; unleſs theſe men in this buſineſs would haveſ'® 
the King as Irregular,confuſed, and immethodical,as them.P#! 
ſelves (the very Aurhors of * Confuſion) who like fooliſh{#® 
builders, pulled down the Superſtruures,. and raſed the 4s 
Foundations of famous,glorious,and magnificent Buildings,Þ/* 
(according to the teſtimonies and approbarion of Peter[/* 
Martyr, Martin Bucer, and almoſt of whole Chriſtendom)|, 
Civil and Eccleliaſtical-; before they had fully concluded, if 
yea, unanimouſly agreed upon the Plar-form of their newſ'®! 
Edifice; yer they did agree (molt unhappily agree) upon[®© 
the deſtrution-of our Entia Realia, to make way for their fot 
Entia Rationts , their Chimera's , their #topian-Presbyrery.y®" 
But I am almoſt our of the way , I am almoſt confounded" 
amonslt rheſe perverters and confounders. This will giv: 
us a glimpſe of their great dilingenuity,ſtomackful obſtina-J'©! 
cy, and perverſe diſobedience : I have ſhewed you theſe th 
ehings chrough a crany ; I might have given you a tight 0 
them through the wide gaps, large gultfs,. and vaſt hiatus'sﬆ*® 
of their own good Husbandry. O 
Thus (vert110us Sir), according to my mean, poor, andſ/<t 
flender capacity,I have treated of this Divine Gift (the So 
of God by Eternal and Ineffable Generation , the Son off *7« 
Man in the fulneſs of time), the excellency of which Gi 
the ſiblimeſt capacity cannot comprehend ; alas, Who ig}'N 
ſufficient-for chis matter ? It nguſt be our bulineſs, by rue 
faich, to lay a particular claim unto it ; that ſo it may no 
be unto us, 52099 dveps, a giftleſs gift. gre 
I have preſumed to ſend a ſmall Preſent unto you, which 32 
may ſerve to mind you of the aforeſaid ſo good,. ſo great af fl U 
Gifr, in compariſon of which, not only mine, bur even allſ _ 


other are trifling toys or petty gifts; and not only in re W! 


ſpe of matter, but alſo of our love,and manner of giving, 1/4 
we fall infinitely ſhorr-of the love of God,who gave higon4 2< 
Iy Son. Yer I beſeech you to accept of my reſpects toward be 
you in it ; which (ſeeing) becauſe of your deſerts cannot bef ©! 
called donwm, nor premium ; and,becauſe of its. ſmall value 30 
may 
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"Imay not be called wanw » be pleaſed croterm ic mayy/car 
1a 0+ Donum voluntarinm eſt ; Preminm debetwr, * Manu eft 
Ve res alicnjus denatio» atque honeys fignum : Donum, Dis da- 
mw 3 munuszhominibus: premium,wviris fortibus : Muy eft id) 
ro di habet poteſtatem: Donuw quod nulla neceſſitate juried ſpon- 
Y preſtatur» et ſi non preſtatur nulla reprehenſſo : tt, ſi pre- 


ter farars plerumque oft laus. : | 
m) I hope my preſent(whatſoever name it may haye of you, 


if worthy of any) for its nature, and kind,may be very ſea- 

a ſonable for manducation, and medication : an * Apple may 
njbe a go0d object for the more external ſenſe of Taltz and 
«| for the more internal common ſenſe, Did Gods free love 
,, (and mercy move him to ſend his Son into the worldeo live, 
1ozavd die for man ? Yes ſurely what need had man of his Son? 
Ah and alas very much need, very much need ! man had ea- 
ren of the forbidden fruir ; Unhappy man ! Unhappy fruir, 
>ſof Nat 15 with a miſchief called malum | Bur for ever bleſſed 
off be our skilful, and merciful Chymick, who by his great 
ny and gratious Art has made malum per ſe, Bonum per accidenss 
Our Parents have eaten (owre fruitzand our teeth have been 
ng {ct on edge : but,prailed be God for his unſpeakable gift , 


Ve 
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An Apple, 


on * Jeſus Chrilt, our Lord, who 1s our wonder-working. * Jeſus Chriſt 


the Gardens of Heſperides ? Our Saviour has overcome that 
great, oldzred Dragon the Devil, who with great Craft , 


-.af fruir of the fruit of that forbidden Tree, 

111] Such contemplations as theſe (though perhaps frequent 
e with you) will — be renewed by you, While 
1g] 1/aac meditated in the field, when he lifred up bis eies, and 
n.1 heart to Heavenzin a pious ejaculatory prayer (as I ſuppoſe) 
-J| before they fell cothe earth, he eſpyed his approaching 
el conſort, his lovely Rebeccah: thus ſometimes God gra- 
eJ ciouſly deals with us,while we be deyourly imployed oh = 


ay G 2 ly 


and care does watch to keep,and ſecure within us the curſed. 


f Hercules» our *AneEixancs, the Driver away ofthis evil; the nuc Hey - 
The prerious fruit of that Tree(the Croſs of Chriſt)deltroys cules 

I the fruit of that fruit of the torbidden Tree in Paradiſe : did Alexander Roſs 
| Hercsles kill the Dragon, that kept the Golden Apples in Þ' Myſt.Pocr, 
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ty duties; affording unto our faith aghts comfortable, and 
raviſhing to our very hearts;yea ſometimes bleſſivg us with 
an exieinal mercy before our devotion be ended. Well 
might 1/aac be very contemplative living by the Well Za- 
hsi-R. (tha is) the Lord liverh and ſeerh me ; he lived as 
in Gods light, and under his eye , as good contemplative 
men co : then ſurely when 7aceb {Wore by the fear of his 
Father 1/aack) he ſwore by the greareſt of all, by God 


himſelt. 
. Akind of Spiricual aſſimulation ts produced by Heavenly 


Contemp{atioa. medication, Saint Pax/ (I rhink) almolt affirms the very 


; How glorious was Moſes even after he had conyer- 
ſed with che of Glory upon the Mount; Surely me. 
ditation'is that mountain Whereon good contemplative 
men have thetr fellowſhip with God, and converſation in 
Heaven. You (Worthy Sir) are juſtly prarfed for yaur pious 
contemplations, and holy ejaculations ; you have dec la. 
red your ſelf to be King Davids blefled man, delightivg 
cont invally to meditate onthe Law of God. 

Oh that I might have the honour , and happineſte of pnt- 
tin, a few ſteps into your Heamnly Ladder of contempla- 
tion by perſwading you tofollow the Reps, and to 1ake 
the advice of our Grave, and godly Biſhop * Hall, who 
counſells us for this exerciſe ro choole a convenient place; 
time, and ite or geſture of body ; Solitarinefſe of place, 
the latter part of the day, and azeverent polture of the bo- 
dy. Another man, wiſhes us for this duty to choole Secre- 
ke excluding company ; Silence excluding noiſe ; and Rei 
excluding motion. Of what magnitude a I pray you) bas 
the World appeared umo youthrough your proſpective ? 
What a vanity, what a nothing, have the Riches, pleaſures, 
honours,and profits of the world afforded'vrio you;cemem- 
plating of their ſeeming worth, and excellency ? 

Now therefore-give-me leave to apply unto you, whom 
ina great meaſure i= hath pleaſed God to deprive of your 
bodily Gghe, the-comfortable words of Afoak Antony unto 
the famaus blind Didymw : * Antong.in the: time. of the Ern- 
perour Fa/eys, coming out of the Deſert becauſe of the 4or 
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for the Ortbodox' Chriſtian. 
rianninto Alexandria, bad conference with this blind Digdy- 


way » and underſtanding of his great 8Kill , and knowledy , 


he ſaid unto him, Lec it not ar aNtorieve thee ( O Didjmws) 
that thou art bereaved of thy corporall eyes , and carnal 
fight ; forchough thou wanteſt ſuch eyes as — are 
given co flies, and gnats for ſafety, yet haſt thou greatly ro 
rejoices that the eres wherewitch the Angells do-behold , 
wherewith God himſelf is ſeen, wherewith the clear ſhi- 
ning of the CeleRial God-head is comprehended, are not 
digged out of thy head, Theſe were the words of Anrony 
unto DidjmayWho being a yourg man, and entred into the 
principles of Learning, was wonderfully plagred with ſore 
eyes, ſo long untill at length he was bereaved of all his 
fight ; but God inſtead of the outward fenfe of ms eyes, en- 
dued him of his goodneffe( as he hath endued you)wirh rare 
gifts, and underſtanding of the mind. 

It is very obſervable (according to my judgmem ) that 
the Evangeli(is thrice at leaſt making memion of blind 
men} and of their Addrefle co- our Savrour by Perition,ftill 


exp:eſſe their Cries and Prayers in theſe words, Thow Sox. 


of David, bave Hercy on 2) Have mercy on wu Thou Son of 
David; }eſus thou Son of David:have Mercy w:In probability 
thefe blind men could have berrer reſolved thar Enigmari- 
ca! Queſtionof our Savionr, How he conld be the Son of D,- 
vid;whereas David called Him his Lord;than the Learned 
Scribes,and Phafiſees coutd;rheydidnor corporally behold 
his fleſhy when chey rhns called upon Rim, yer then his fleſh 
was viſtble co the eye of their Faith , whichalfo piercing 
chcrovgh the vail of his Humamry, beheld alſo his Deity, 
cauſing them with hopeful expe@tarions ftrenuouſly to cry 


our, Lordthatour cies might be opened , Lotid that. we- 


might recerve our ſight. 
urety there is a very good reaſon in nature why blind 
men are more contemplariye then ſeeing : conkderivg that 
they have leffe diſtraftion abour external objeRts ; I know 
ehac ary external'vihhle objet may be a good SubjeRt for 
mediration ; bur I'ſay,there may hon be a wearineſſe,and 
2: copfoferdiftrattion of the mind rhrough the concurrence 
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Sea, 63+ | 
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of various objeRs, and too plentiful a diffuſion of Animal 


ſpirits, there ig very much employment for che Intention 
of ſpirits, within a contemplative-man : a ſeeing man in- 
bo =. wk to medirate', amovet animum ab externts, & ſe e 


| ſubtrabit a multitudine negotiorum, © introſpicit, & intgs 


deſcendit - No eExternall ſenſe is exerciſed withour the uſe 
and aſſiſtance of Spirirs ; now, what Spirits are employed 
by the ſeeing-man in ſeeing, are ſaved by the blind, and 
oftentimes by better husbandry be ſpent in ſerious medi- 
ration, 

I remember ic was ſaid of the blind Ambroſe Fiſher, (that 
ſtout Aflertor of our pious Liturgy) and of ſome other 
blind men, Cecorum mens oculatiſſima; and in the fronti(- 
piece of the ſaid Fiſker's excellent * Book, this to his com- 


* A defence of mendation, and far our benefit is ſaid, 


on Cty = " Read him that never read, for by this wiſe, 


The blinde leads thee to Church, who haſt thine eyes. 
Furthermore, it is the happineſs of a blinde man, char no 
viewed beauty does inflame his luſt ; other mens goods, 
excite not his Envy ; no mans Wealth, draws with it his 
Reſpect ; .or Poverty,his Scorn. | 

= have the happineſs (Dear Sir) by far to outſee the 
clear and ſtrong-ſighred Lyncexs ; he numbred Ships, an 
hundred and thirty miles off of him : You by Speculation 
do ſee beyond the Moon. He could ſeethrough a Wall : 
You, by the eye of Faith, and Contemplation, do pierce 
the heavens, and there behold your own Celeſtial Trea- 
ſures, and ſtately Manſion ; you there behold your maſlie 
Crown of Glory ; your Chriſt, your All ; where the Bod 
is, there will your Eagle-ey'd fuch be alſo, What chouph 
for the preſent, after 3 ſort you ſeem to be a priſoner in 
the worlds dungeon, wandering in the nights uncomforta- 
ble. ſhade? yer cheerfully conlider, That the golden and 
joyful —_— of an happy Eternity will ſoon dawn 
when you ſhall be preſented co your. Glorious Head, a 
blefſed and perfe&t Member, wichourt ſpot, or wrinckle, 
or blemiſh, or any ſuch thing. This preſent darkneſs 
minds you of the Grave, and Hell ; and as it cauſes "om 
ofren 
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for the Orthodox Chriſtian. 


ofren to Contemplate on; ſo alſo frequently to wiſh, and 
earneſtly to groan after, the unſpeakable Light and Glory, 
which che Beatifical Viſton of God affords to Happy ſouls 
for ever. Now God, by the: powerful operation of his 

ratious Spirit within us,.make us meet to be-parrakers of 
the Inheritance of his Children in Lighr. 

As in the beginning of this redious Diſcourſe, I made a 
certain Apology for my ſelf; fo alſo do Fin the conclu- 
ſion (and indeed I have need of many ). Perhaps, by ſome, 
I may be accuſed of Theft ;- yer, if I be a plagiarie, I am 
no Plunderer ; if I Wave ſtolen our of other mens Books, 
yer, I have confeſſed the Theft ;- and, I am glad I have 
thoſe Books, and that I can, in part, underſtand them, and 
(perhaps) apply them. I have freely cired my friendly 
Authors (indeed,I have not named my Adverſfaries): I have 
oftentimes; alfo, varyed their phraſe : bur, I know ſome, 
who dare: not : ſome, who cannot ; yea, and ſome, who 


wilt not, acknowledge their Plunderinps ; ſo far are they- 


from making Reſticution : Yer will I be ſilent in this 
render, this Leah-ey'd point, this ſharp pointed poine, 
ſcarce tobe poinred at with the finger : bur I will open 
my mouth, and lifr up my heart in humble and devout 
Prayer unto the God of mercy, that he would be pleaſed 
to beſtow upon me, a better Jadgment, and a better Pra- 
tice, then theſe men have expreſied ; berrer Principles, 


C 


and a better Life : and, eſpecially,that he would grane unto - 


me uprightneſsand ſincerity of heart towards him, .if wich 


my little ſpark of Grace , I cannot make ſo glorious an: 


outward profeſſion of his Name before the world, as other 
men do : and laſtly, that by the affiftance of his San&tify- 
ing Spirit, I may endeavour to make my Calling and Elettiom 
ſure, with true Godly fear, and holy trembling , upon e 
ſerious Conſideration of ſo many, who have prerended to 
ſo high a degree of Sainrſhip,and to ſo grear a perfection of 
Holineſs, while they have been guilty of moſt notoriqus 
Rebellion, moſt prophane Perjury, and moſt barbarous 


Injuſtice, and Opprefſion ; and (which is worſe ) to this. 


hour, do ſeem to us to live and continue inſenſible of their 


Impieties; , 


Concluſion, 
o 


WO OS 
kmpieties ;- who rather then they will rake the vomir of 
Confeſſion, and purge of Repencance, will ſill continue 
Examples, Provokers, and Abertors of Schiſm, FaRion, 
and Rebellion unto cheir Fellow-SubjeRs, and wiſh and 
endeyour (as much as they dare) the deſtruion of King, 
Parliament, and Biſhops : For, we not long ago did conſe- 
quenely, and eventually experience how manitold and pro- 
lifical * Error (that many-headed Hydra, that big-bellyed 
Monfter, that Low-country Lady) has proved : our mi- 
ſerable eyes did then unhappily ſee the Bloudy Rebels 
draw forth their Swords, and, in mad deſperation, throw 
away their Scabbards, having very well ſtudied that old 
Maxime, Scelerilms niſi per Scelera non eſt tutyum iter : © 
God, Letthe wickedneſs 0 the wicked come to anend ; Lut, eſta- 
bliſh tho the juſt. 

Some ſheers of paper have been ſpent upon this incon- 
ſiderable Treatiſe ; mean, becauſe of rhe Compoſer ; 
weighty, becauſe of the Truch : ſhould every ſheer be 
eſteemed a mite, the ſum would amoune bue to half ſo 
many farthings ; yet, ſeeing the whole may be denomi- 
nared from x greater part, which carries with it the 
Image and Superſcription of Ceſar, it muſt needs then be 
good and lawtul Money ; for the ſame power , which gom- 
mands in Geometrical proportion, or Diſtributive Juſtice, 
conimands alſo in Arithmetical proportion, or Commuta- 
tive Juſtice ; appointing to it its ſubje&t matter, even 
what Mettal or Coyn he pleaſes; and thegquantity of ic 
alſo, currant for ſuch or ſuch a value: having therefore 
no reaſon ar all ro queſtion the coin, I hope my mites 
will paſſe ; alrhoughyin one reſpe& (worthy Sir) there is 


_ eſcarceany proportion between them and the debr I ow 


ou ; for which, I beſeech you to receive them as a pep- 
per-corn of Homage trom 
Your devoted Kinſman, 
April 21. | 
1662, Wi1iliian ATvvO00D,. 
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